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proceedings; 


FIRST  DAY. 

Statesville,  N.  C,  May  20th,  1873. 

The  twentieth  annual  session  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  convened  in  the  Court-house  in 
the  town  of  Statesville,  on  Tuesday,  May  20th,  1873,  at  11 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  its  President,  Dr. 
Marcellus  Whitehead,  of  Salisbury. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  the  Society  was  ready  to 
proceed  to  business. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  following  officers  and 
members  ascertained  to  be  present : 

President — Dr.  Marcellus  Whitehead,  Salisbury. 

Vice  Presidents — Dr.  AV.  T.  Ennett,  New  Hanover  county ; 
Dr.  Charles  Duffy,  Newbern;  Dr.  T.  P.  Gorman,  Warren 
county. 

Orator — Dr.  Thomas  F.  Wood,  Wilmington. 

Secretary — Dr.  James  McKee,  Raleigh. 

Dr.  William  Crenshaw%  Franklin  county. 

Dr.  Walter  Dednam,  Wake  county. 

Dr.  George  A.  Foote,  Warren  county. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Gibson,  Cabarrus  county. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Hall,  Guilford  county. 

Dr.  P.  E.  Hines,  AVake  county. 

Dr.  H.  O.  Hyatt,  Lenoir  county. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Jones,  Edgecombe  county. 

Dr.  Hugh  Kelly,  Iredell  county. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Knight,  Edgdeombe  county. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Lewis,  Robeson  county. 

Dr.  James  F.  Long,  Craven  county. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Murphy,  Sampson  county. 
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Dr.  W.  A.  B.  Norcom,  Chowan  county. 
Dr.  Charles  J.  O'Hagan,  Pitt  county. 
Dr.  D.  N.  Patterson,  Rockingham  county. 
Dr.  R.  L.  Payne,  Davidson  county. 
Dr.  S.  S.  Satchwell,  New  Hanover  county. 
Dr.  G.  G.  Smith,  Cabarrus  county. 
Dr.  J.  J.  Summerell,  Rowan  county. 
Dr.  W.  R.  Sharpe,  Davie  county. 

The  President  appointed  as  Committee  on  Credentials 
Drs.  Kelly,  Satchwell,  Patterson,  Hall  and  Smith. 

The  committee  asked  for  time  to  make  their  report.  The 
time  was  granted. 

Dr.  S.  S.  Satchwell,  as  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, made  the  following  report : 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  JVorth  Carolina  : 

The  appointment  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  your 
body  was  based  upon  an  original  resolution  of  the  Society 
that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  from  year  to 
year  to  make  recommendations  for  the  good  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  for  the  imj^rovement  of  the  profession,  and  also  to 
consider  the  status  of  its  members.  The  Society  determined 
at  its  organization,  and  reported  the  determination  every 
year  since,  in  various  ways,  that  it  "would  uphold  the  Ameri- 
can medical  code  of  ethics,  and  its  continued  existence  to 
this  moment  is  a  pledge  to  do  so,  solemnly  uttered  in  good 
faith.  The  Society  then  cannot  escape  the  resj)onsibilities 
of  standing  by  this  code  as  the  constitution  of  its  choice, 
and  of  demanding  an  acquiescence  in,  and  support  of,  its 
spirit  and  provisions.  The  institution  of  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee is  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  organization  of  the  State 
Society  and  of  its  ways  and  means  of  advancing  the  high 
and  noble  aims  of  science  and  humanity,  which  it  has  in 
view,  and  has  done  so  much  to  promote.      But  it  is  pain- 
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fully  too  true  that  there  is  at  this  time  a  degree  of  disregard 
of  the  requirements  of  that  code,  which  is  injurious  to  this 
Society,  and  is  demoralizing  to  the  profession.  Something 
m^re  must  be  done  to  check  these  violations  than  has  yet 
been  done  by  our  Society.  It  must  be  promulgated  that 
members  of  our  bod}^  cannot  with  impunity  violate  our  or- 
ganic laws  as  to  conduct,  as  it  is  painful  and  mortifying  to 
know  so  many  are  doing,  to  the  injury  of  the  profession 
and  the  merited  disgrace  and  osctracism  of  themselves. 
We  must  look  these  troubles  and  difficulties  plainly  in  the 
face.  Something  must  be  done.  The  honor  of  the  Society 
demands  it.  The  suffering  of  the  profession  require  it.  The 
common  law  of  justice  and  the  ordinar}^  demands  of  faith, 
of  promise  and  obligations  call  for  it.  That  devotion  to 
principle,  which,  amid  the  demoralizations  and  violations 
of  our  code  now  prevailing,  which  should  animate  the  bosom 
and  shape  the  course  of  every  man  in  the  profession  who  is 
a  gentleman,  demands  change,  reform,  ostracism  of  mem- 
bers who  have  strayed  willfully,  deliberately,  from  the  paths 
of  honor,  duty  and  obligations;  therefore,  we  recommend 
the  appointment,  upon  just  and  the  most  practical  princi- 
ples, of  a  Board  of  Censors,  representing  the  Society  and 
profession  of  the  State  in  conjunction  with  the  Executive 
Committee  and  other  officers  of  the  Society.  Let  it  be  com- 
posed of  members  of  honesty,  ability,  high  character,  and  a 
nerve  to  do  their  dut3^  Let  them  be  considered  a  supreme 
court,  as  it  were,  to  expound  the  code,  to  try  cases  of  reputed 
violations  of  the  code,  when  in  their  estimation,  of  sufficient 
dignit}^  and  importance  to  demand  an  investigation,  and  to 
make  recommendations  of  acquittal  or  censure  or  expulsion 
as  in  their  own  judgment  may  be  proper. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  SATCHWELL, 
GEO.  L.  KIRBY, 
W.  R.  SHARPE. 
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Dr.  George  A.  Foote  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted 
and  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five,  to  report  at  this 
meeting.     Carried. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  as  mem- 
bers of  that  committee :  Drs.  Satchwell,  Foote,  Sharpe, 
Wood  and  O'Hagan. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Murph}^  moved  that  the  Society  receive  the 
name  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Fuller,  assistant  physician  to  the  Insane 
Asylum  of  North  Carolina,  as  a  member  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Foote,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Credentials. 

Dr.  Satchwell  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
appointed. 

Dr.  Summerell  suggested  the  appointment  of  a  Treasurer 
pro  tern.,  and  recommended  Dr.  Jones,  of  Tarboro. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Murphy  suggested  that  the  Society  had  better 
await  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Bahnsen,  the  Treasurer,  who  would 
in  all  probability  be  present  to-morrow,  and  if  the  members 
desired  to  pay  their  dues  the  Secretary  would  receive  them. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  as  a 
Finance  Committee :  Drs.  Hall,  Gibson  and  Jones. 

The  President  announced  the  following-named  gentlemen 
as  the  Committee  on  Nominations :  Drs.  Hines,  Summerell, 
Foote,  Ennett  and  Wood. 

Dr.  Foote  made  some  explanatory  remarks  relative  to  the 
action  of  the  Committee  on  Obituaries,  stating  that  he  had 
prepared  an  obituary  notice  which  had  never  been  pub- 
lished, because  no  committee  had  been  appointed. 

Dr.  O'PIagan  said  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Foote  were  well- 
timed,  and  reminded  him  that  the  physician  who  did  such 
noble  duty  while  living  ought  most  assuredly  be  remem- 
bered when  dead,  and  suggested  that  a  Committee  on  Ne- 
crology should  be  appointed,  residing  in  the  central  part  of 
the  State. 

After  some  further  discussion,  participated  by  Drs.  Sharpe 
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and  Foote,  Dr.  Satchwell  moved  that  the  President  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  located  in  the  city  of 
Wilmington,  and  that  they  commence  where  the  last  com- 
mittee left  off,  taking  up  the  list  of  our  noble  dead  and  re- 
ccfrding  them  properly  in  our  transactions. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Murphy  contended  that  the  dead  had  not  been 
neglected,  and  spoke  warmly  of  the  propriet}'^  of  selecting 
as  members  of  that  committee  gentlemen  who  were  present 
at  that  meeting. 

After  much  discussion  Dr.  Satch well's  motion  was  carried. 

The  President  asked  for  reports  of  committees. 

First,  Medical  Fees,  Dr.  Satchwell,  chairmain,  asked  for  a 
postponement  for  a  short  time. 

Second,  Committee  on  Examining  and  Licensing  Drug- 
gists— Dr.  Murphy,  the  only  member  present,  arose  and 
stated  that  no  meeting  of  the  committee  had  been  held. 

Dr.  Satchwell  moved  that  the  committee  be  continued, 
and  after  some  discussion  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hines,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet 
in  the  afternoon  at  3  o'clock. 


Afternoon  Session,  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  President  called  the  Society  to  order,  and  called  for 
reports  from  the  following  committees  :  The  committee  to 
report  on  inebriate  asylum. 

On  account  of  the  absence  of  all  the  committee  there  was 
no  report. 

The  committee  was,  on  motion,  discontinued. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Charities  failing  to  report  was 
discontinued. 

The  committee  to  report  on  the  relative  merits  of  ether 
and  chloroform  as  anaesthetics  was  postponed  to  await  the 
arrival  of  Dr.  H.  T.  Bahnsen,  chairman. 
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The  committee  to  investigate  and  report  upon  charges 
preferred  against  Dr.  E.  Porter  by  some  members  of  New 
Hanover  County  Medical  Society  failed  to  send  in  a  report. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  letter  from  Dr.  Landon 
B.  Edwards,  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Virginia : 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  17th,  1873. 
Dr.  James  McKee,  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
.  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  session  at  Statesville,  N.  C: 
Dear  Sir  : — The  Medical  Society  of  Virginia  presents  its 
compliments  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  respectfully  requests  it  to  appoint  delegates  to 
attend  the  next  annual  session  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Virginia,  to  be  held  Tuesday  evening,  November  11,  1873, 
in  the  city  of  Norfolk,  Va.  The  Society  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent  desires  further  to  express  the  hope  that  fraternal 
messengers  will  be  annually  appointed  by  each  of  the  organ- 
izations to  attend  the  regular,  sessions  of  the  other.  Please 
be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  what  action  your  Society 
may  take  in  this  matter. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

LANDON  B.  EDWARDS, 
Recording  Secretary  Medical  Society  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  T.  F.  Wood  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  return  its  kindest  greetings  to  the  Medical  Society 
of  Virginia,  and  do  most  heartily  concur  in  the  proposition 
that  each  Society  send  annually  "  fraternal  messengers  "  to 
their  annual  sessions. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  each  annual  meeting  as  delegates  to  the  Virginia 
Medical  Society, 
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Dr.  Kelly  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  five  for  three. 
Accepted  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  James  McKee,  the  President  was  added 
to  the  list  of  delegates. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  as  dele- 
gates :  Dr.  J.  F.  Wood,  Wilmington ;  Dr.  W.  A.  B.  Norcom, 
Edenton ;  Dr.  James  McKee,  Raleigh  ;  Dr.  J.  J.  Summerell, 
Salisbury;  Dr.  George  A.  Foote,  Warrenton. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  Wood : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  aid 
the  Secretary  in  devising  some  plan  to  revise  the  list  of 
membership,  their  report  to  be  referred  back  to  the  Society 
for  action. 

The  design  of  this  resolution  is  to  clear  the  Secretary's 
list  of  those  persons  not  now  entitled  to  membership. 

After  considerable  discussion,  participated  in  by  Messrs. 
Kelly,  Sharpe,  Patterson  and  Wood,  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  the  following  committee  appointed :  Drs. 
Wood,  Sharpe  and  Knight. 

Dr.  Norcom  called  the  attention  of  the  members  to  seve- 
ral photographs  of  cases  of  morbus  coxarious,  before  and 
after  treatment,  which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Lewis 
A.  Sayre,  Professor  of  Orthopedic  Surgery  in  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital Medical  College,  New  York. 

The  President,  after  calling  upon  the  members  present 
for  any  papers  that  they  may  have  prepared  to  read,  was 
answered  by  Dr.  R.  L.  Payne,  of  Davidson,  who  read  a  paper 
citing  some  cases  of  Retroversion  of  the  Uterus. 

Dr.  Ennett  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication.    Carried.     (See  Appendix  C.) 

Dr.  Summerell  asked  if  any  member  had  used  chloral 
hydrate  in  colica  pictonum,  he  having  used  it  most  success- 
fully at  the  suggestion  of  his  colleaguse,  Dr.  Whitehead.  He 
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also  alluded  to  the  happy  effect  of  nitrite  of  amyl  in  re- 
lieving the  pangs  of  angina  pectoris. 

Dr.  Lewis,  of  Robeson,  read  a  paper  presenting  a  case  of 
extra  uterine  pregnancy  of  sixteen  years'  standing. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Patterson,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publication.     (See  Appendix  D.) 

Dr.  Sharpe  reported  orally  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  stomach, 
which  elicited  quite  a  discussion,  participated  by  Drs.  Plines, 
Crenshaw  and  others. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Debnam,  the  Society  adjourned  till  9 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


SECOND  DAY. 

Wednesday  Morning,  May  21st,  1873. 

The  Society  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  chair. 

The  following  additional  members  answered  to  their 
names : 

Dr.  H.  T.  BaJmsen,  Salem. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Shaffner,  Salem. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Pierce,  Halifax. 

Dr.  F.  N.  Luckey,  Salisbury. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Rountree,  Greene  countv. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Jones,  Charlotte. 

Dr.  C.  G.  Cox,  Richlands. 

The  President  announced  that  INIr.  Ira  Blount,  agent  for 
the  introduction  and  sale  of  Valentine's  meat  juice,  was 
present,  and'desired  to  distribute  samples  of  the  meat  juice 
among  the  members,  which  was  accepted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repo^-t  on  suggestions  made 
in  the  rej^ort  offered  b}^  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
adopted  by  the  Society,  reported  as  follows  : 
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The  Medical  Society  of  North  Carolina  : 

The  undersigned,  appointed  to  report  upon  that  part  of 
the  annual  report  made  on  yesterday  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, recommending  the  institution  of  a  Board  of  Censors, 
respectfully  state  that  we  cordially  indorse  all  that  is  said 
in  the  report  of  said  committee.  The  importance  of  such 
a  judiciary  board,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  other  oganic 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  State  Society  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  the  Society,  in  advancing  the  honor  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  in  sustaining  the  recognized  code  of  ethics,  is 
too  painfully  evident  to  require  argument.  More  discipline 
in  our  Society  is  demanded  by  every  consideration  of  jus- 
tice to  ourselves,  to  the  community  at  large,  and  to  the 
cause  of  medical  science,  and  the  good  of  humanity.  We 
think  the  laudable  ends  aimed  at  in  said  report  can  be  best 
secured  by  striking  out  section  four  of  article  four  of  the 
constitution,  and  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 
"  There  shall  be  appointed  a  Board  of  Censors,  who  shall  hold 
office  for  three  years,  or  until  their  successors  are  appointed, 
and  the  Board  shall  consist  of  three  physicians,  members 
of  the  Society,  who  shall  reside  in  Raleigh,  and  hold  their 
meetings  either  in  that  city  or  at  the  place  of  meeting  each 
year  of  the  State  Society.  The  duties  of  this  Board  shall 
be  to  investigate  the  professional  status  of  members  of  this 
Society,  to  make  recommendations  for  the  good  of  the  So- 
ciety and  the  improvement  of  the  profession,  and  to  report 
irregularities  and  violations  of  the  code  of  ethics  by  mem- 
bers and  auxiliary  societies,  as  well  as  to  censure  members 
and  try  cases  of  improper  conduct  and  of  violation  of  the 
the  code  when  they  cannot  reconcile  differences  of  members, 
and  when  offenses  are,  in  their  opinion,  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  call  for  the  investigation  and  action  of  the  Board  of  the 
State  Society.  Thus  are  the  Board  endowed  with  the  au- 
thority to  hold  a  medical  court  and  try  cases  coming  prop- 
erly before  them  from  county  auxiliary  societies  or  any 
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member  of  the  Society.  They  shall  make  their  own  by- 
laws and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  tlie  code  of 
ethics  and  the  constitution  and  regulations  of  the  State  So- 
ciety, and  shall  submit  an  annual  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  State  Society.  They  shall  not  have  power  to  ac- 
quit or  expel  a  member  charged  with  serious  offenses  as 
against  the  code,  but  may  recommend  acquittal  or  expul- 
sion. The  evidence  upon  which  their  decision  is  based  shall 
go  up  before  the  State  Society,  and  the  vote  on  such  decision 
of  the  Board  shall  be  taken  after  examination  of  the  testi- 
mony, and  without  discussion.  A  majority  shall  acquit ; 
two-thirds  of  those  members  present  shall  be  requisite  for 
expulsion." 

Thus  do  your  committee  propose  to  alter  the  constitution 
so  as  to  secure  the  proposed  Board  of  Censors.  But  in  order 
to  meet  the  discipline  and  objects  contemplated  and  to  avoid 
unnecessary  delay,  and  thus  to  best  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  Society  and  the  profession,  we  recommend  that  the  So- 
ciety shall  adopt  as  a  resolution,  to  hold  until  our  organic 
law  shall  be  passed,  the  provision  thus  recommended  as  a 
substitute  for  section  four  article  four  of  the  constisution.  If 
the  recommendation  of  vour  committee  shall  be  adopted, 
the  Board  of  Censors  proposed,  even  in  case  of  a  fail- 
ure of  the  alteration  of  the  Constitution  proposed,  can  enter 
at  once  upon  their  duties,  and  the  ends  aimed  at  can  be 
secured.  To  facilitate  still  further  the  accomplishment  of 
the  purpose  intended,  we  reccommend  the  appointment  by 
the  Society  of  Drs.  E.  Burke  Haywood,  Hines  and  Wm.  H. 
McKee  as  a  Board  of  Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

S.  S.  SATCHWELL, 
GEO.  A.  FOOTE, 
CHAS.  J.  O'HAGAN, 
THOS.  F.  WOOD, 
W.  R.  SHARPE. 
Statesville,  N.  C,  May  21st,  1873. 
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Dr.  Foote  moved  that  the  report  be  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  ShafFner  thought  the  Society  was  acting  rather  hastily, 
and  the  sections  should  be  acted  on  separately. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Ennett  then  made  amotion  that  section  fourof  article 
four  of  the  constitution  be  stricken  out,  and  the  substitute 
which  provides  for  a  Board  of  Censors  of  the  Society  be 
unamimously  adopted.     Carried. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  made  a  partial  report,  as 
follows : 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  : 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  respectfully  report  in  part 
as  follows :  We  find  as  properly  accredited  delegates  the  fol- 
lowing physicians : 

From  the  New  Hanover  County  Medical  Society — Drs.  Wood, 
Satchwell  and  Ennett. 

From  the  Lenoir  County  Medical  Society — We  have  in  all 
respects,  found  after  examination,  to  be  in  accordance  with 
the  constitution  of  the  State  Society,  and  we  recommend  its 
adoption  as  an  auxiliary  society. 

In  the  case  of  Dr.  Fuller,  of  the  Insane  Asylum,  referred 
to  this  committee,  however  well  qualified  he  may  be  in  all 
other  respects,  we  see  such  irregularity  in  the  application, 
that  unless  he  wa^' present  to  comply  with  regulations  re- 
quisite to  membership,  and  unless  under  very  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, which  do  not  hold  in  his  case,  we  recommend 
that  he  take  the  usual  course  of  application  for  election. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  SATCHWELL, 

H.  KELLY, 

D.  N.  PATTERSON. 

Statesville,  N.  C,  May  21st,  1873. 


IJf        Froceedings  of  the  Medical  Society 


The  report  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Debnam,  received. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Satchwell,  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  upon  the  differences  existing  between  Dr.  E.  Porter 
and  some  members  of  the  New  Hanover  County  Medical 
Society  were  discharged  and  the  matter  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Censors. 

Dr.  Wood,  of  Wihnington,  presented  to  the  Society  an 
essay  on' the  "  Summary  of  Medicine  "  by  Dr.  Cutlar,  of  that 
city,  which  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Wood,  received,  and  the 
thanks  of  tlie  Society  tendered  the  author. 

Dr.  Wood,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  some 
plan  to  aid  the  Secretary  in  clearing  the  books  of  names  of 
delinquent  members,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted,  after  eliciting  quite  a  discussion,  indulged  by  Drs. 
Hines,  Foote,  Luckey  and  O'Hagan  : 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  North  Carolina  : 

Your  committee  appointed  at  the  afternoon  session  yes- 
terday to  aid  the  Secretary  in  revising  the  list,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  suggestions,  and  recommend  their  adop- 
tion :  That  a  letter  be  addressed  to  every  member  who  has 
failed  to  attend  for  five  consecutive  sessions,  and  inquire 
as  to  his  purpose  in  regard  to  his  membership.  The  replies 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Society  at  the  next  session,  and  action 
taken  upon  them.  Should  there  be  no  reply,  it  should  be 
taken  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  a  desire  to  separate  from 
the  Society,  and  the  names  stricken  from  the  rolls. 

THOS.  F.  WOOD, 
W.  R  SHARPE, 
JAMES  McKEE. 

Statesville,  N.  C,  May  21st,  1873. 

Dr.  Satchwell  stated  that  Miss  Dimmock,  an  honorary 
mjember  of  this  Society,  had  received  an  appointment  as 
physician  in  charge  of  a  liospital  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  which 
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new  position  she  was  winning  high  opinions  of  the  profes- 
sion as  to  her  ability  and  usefulness. 

Dr.  Hyatt,  of  Kinston,  under  the  call  of  written  commu- 
nications, presented  and  read  before  the  Society  the  details 
of  four  very  interesting  cases  occurring  in  his  practice:  1st, 
a  case  of  placenta  previa  ;  2d,  fibrous  polypus  of  uterus 
complicating  labor  ;  3d,  a  case  of  reflex  spasm  of  quadriceps 
extensor  femoris  muscles,  produced  by  hemorrhoids  ;  4th,  a 
case  of  functional  derangement  of  the  rej)roductive  organs. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McKee,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Jones,  from  the  Finance  Committee,  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  North  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
report  that  the  Society  owes  $365  38.  The  amount  in  hands 
of  Treasurer,  $143.  We  recommend  that  the  assessment  for 
the  coming  year  be  $3  per  capita. 

JAMES  K.  HALL, 
J.  A.  GIBSON, 
J.  W.  JONES. 
Statesville,  N.  C,  May  21st,  1873. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jones,  the  Society  adjourned  until  2 
o'clock  P.  M. 


Wednesday  Afternoon,  2  P.  M. 

The  Society  met* at  2  o'clock,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

The  President  announced  that  the  time  for  the  discussion 
of  the  modern  treatment  of  acute  internal  inflammation 
had  arrived,  and  suggested  a  brief  postponement,  and  dur- 
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iiig  the  time,  the  Society  might  decide  upon  the  place  of 
meeting  next  year. 

Letters  of  invitation  were  received  from  the  physicians 
of  Charlotte  and  Goldsboro.  Charlotte  having  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  selected  as  the  place  of  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  President  appointed  Dr.  J.  B.  Jones  as  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements. 

Dr.  Norcom  moved  that  the  discussion  be  commenced  by 
Dr.  Satchwell. 

Dr.  Satchwell  then  arose  and  opened  the  debate  in  an 
elaborate  and  learned  speech  of  two  hours  and  a  quarter, 
and  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention  by  all  present. 
It  was  mainly  upon  the  natural  pathology  and  treatment  of 
inflammation.  He  began  with  a  rapid  glance  at  medical 
progress,  briefly  noticing  the  different  theories  of  the  nature 
and  treatment  of  disease  from  the  period  of  Hippocrates 
down  to  the  present  time,  insisting  that  amid  all  the  pro- 
gress of  the  times  and  improvements  in  art  and  science  none 
are  more  marked  or  more  valuable  than  those  pertaining  to 
medicine  and  surgery.  While  he  yielded  to  no  one  in  devo- 
tion to  substantial  improvement  and  genuine  progress,  he 
could  not  allow  the  charms  of  novelty  and  the  seductive 
power  of  bold  innovation  to  capitivate  his  mind  to  the  ex- 
tent of  neglecting  the  landmarks  of  experience  or  ignoring 
truth  established  by  time  and  millions  of  the  best  authori- 
ties in  all  ages  and  countries.  He  showed  the  paramount 
importance  of  inflammation  as  a  question  of  medicine  and 
surgery — that  it  had  more  to  do  with  human  health  and 
in  making  up  bills  of  mortality  than  almost  all  others  causes 
combined.  Hence  no  subject  had  aroused  more  inquiry  and 
controversy,  especially  in  recent  years.  He  reviewed  at  length 
the  various  doctrines  of  different  authorities  at  different 
times,  and  dwelt  much  upon  cellular  physiology  and  path- 
ology and  histology,  as  developed  in  the  researches  of  Vir- 
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chow,  Billroth  and  other  distinguished  authorities  of  modern 
times,  who  are  throwing  floods  of  light  upon  these  great 
questions.  But  unfortunately  for  some  of  their  theories,  these 
great  masters  differ  upon  fundamental  points,  and  thus  are 
awakened  the  assumptions  of  the  restorative  school  of  medi- 
cine in  the  very  points  where  they  need  most  strength.  Its 
antagonist,  conservative  medicine,  to  which  he  owes  his  alle- 
geance,  was  the  true  system  of  philosophy  in  medicine,  and 
the  true  rational  school  sustained  by  the  experience  of  the 
past,  the  practice  and  tendencies  of  the  present  and  the  voice 
of  reason,  common  sense,  and  enlightened  progress.  It  claims 
that  every  case  of  disease  is  to  be  treated  according  to  indi- 
vidual pecularities  and  wants  and  prevailing  indications. 
It  holds  that  medical  skill  consists  in  knowing  when  to  de- 
plete, when  not  to  deplete,  when  to  stimulate,  when  not  to 
stimulate,  when  to  bleed,  use  colomel,  blisters,  &c.,  and  when 
to  avoid  such  remedies.  In  the  leading  crowning  features 
of  conservative  medicine  it  is  in  evident  contrast  with  the 
leading  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  restorative  school  of 
Todd,  Bennett  &  Co.,  which  is  that  inflammation  is  a  per- 
verted nutrition,  a  lowering  of  the  vital  forces,  and  therefore 
demands  nutrition,  and  that  this  is  about  the  only  "  basis  of 
treatment  possible  for  a  rational  system  of  medicine." 

Dr.  Satchwell  regarded  the  leading  tenets  of  the  restora- 
tive school  as  unauthorized  by  the  revelations  of  modern 
pathology,  experience  and  common  sense ;  as  impracticable 
and  erroneous,  and  detrimental  in  practice  in  the  severe 
fevers,  congestions,  and  high  inflammatory  diseases  of  our 
country,  especially  in  the  South.  He  proceeded  at  length 
to  discuss  these  features  of  the  question,  and  in  doing  so  re- 
plied with  much  severity  to  the  assaults  of  Dr.  E.  S.  Gail- 
lard,  of  the  Richmond  and  Louisville  Medical  Journal,  and  Dr. 
Austin,  of  the  London  Practitioner,  upon  a  former  paper  of 
his  published  in  the  transactions  of  this  Society  on  the 
treatment  of  disease.  He  exposed  with  warmth  the  inex- 
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cusable  misrepresentations,  as  he  contended,  of  these  able 
reviewers  of  liis  paper,  and  insisted  that  they  were  guilty 
of  a  gross  perversion  of  his  position,  and  their  criticisms 
unjust  and  unfair.  He  defended  the  lancet,  calomel,  &c., 
from  the  opposition  of  extremists  of  the  restorative  party  in 
medicine ;  argued  strongly  in  favor  of  the  change  of  type 
theory,  and  predicted  that  conservatism  in  medicine  and 
surgery  would  stand  and  gain  in  strength  and  disciples, 
while  the  too  fashionable  restorative  theory  of  support  and 
nutrition  would  be  overwhelmed  among  the  errors  and 
heresies  of  the  past.  Therapeutics  is  not  a  science,  but  an 
art,  founded  upon  the  teachings  of  experience  of  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  our  ablest  and  best  of  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries, and  cannot  be  set  aside  by  the  indefinite  and  contra- 
dictory suggestions  of  French  and  German  pathological  labo- 
ratories until  better  lights  are  established  for  our  guidance. 
Common  sense  is  as  valuable  in  medicine  as  in  any  other 
pursuit  or  department  of  life.  The  modifying  influences  and 
depressing  causes  upon  health  and  disease  which  prevail  in 
the  larger  cities  and  hospitals  of  Europe,  where  the  authors 
and  leading  advocates  of  the  stuffing  and  alcoholic  school  de- 
rive their  views  and  statistics,  are  different  from  the  opposite 
condition  of  things  here  in  America  as  they  bear  upon  sick- 
ness, &c.  Even  upon  the  grounds  of  mortality  he  denied  the 
assumptions  of  Todd,  Bennett  &  Co.,  and  the  truth  enabled 
him  to  meet  them  on  any  ground  they  claimed.  He  was 
as  much  opposed  to  the  use  of  the  lancet  and  colomel,  ex- 
cept under  proper  circumstances,  as  they  were.  These  de- 
pleting agents  are  not  as  much  used  as  formerly,  because 
disease  has  changed ;  but  let  them  remain  in  the  armament 
of  the  judicious  practioner,  to  be  used  when  called  for.  We 
do  not  know  how  soon  the  sthenic  or  dynamic  waves  may 
roll  in  upon  us.  Take  calomel  from  his  amamentariwn  and 
he  should  feel  that  he  had  lost  his  main  arm  of  defense  in 
practice,  injurious  as  it  so  often  is  in  ignorant  hands.     He 
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strongly  objected  to  the  unfounded  claims,  as  he  asserted, 
of  the  stuffing  and  stimulating  extremists  ;  that  those  who 
refused  to  join  their  ranks  and  to  rely  with  them  mainly 
upon  restaurants  and  distilleries  for  aid  are  old  fogies,  and 
are  at  war  with  progress.  He  yielded  to  none  of  them  in 
devotion  to  improvement  and  admiration  of  the  wonderful 
developments  of  the  microscope  and  the  various  researches 
and  improvements  of  the  present  day  in  physiology,  path- 
ology, histology  and  diagnosis.  The  lex  non  scripta  is  more 
often  the  guide  of  the  practioner  at  the  bedside  than  is 
known  to  the  world.  Happy  the  time  when  theory  and 
practice  can  go  hand  in  hand  together,  until  they  agree 
better  than  now.  "We  must  move  on  with  the  lights  before 
us,  and  not  consent  to  tear  up  the  well-established  land- 
marks of  our  fathers  merely  at  the  bidding  of  a  misguided 
party  in  medicine,  whose  fondness  for  novelty  and  innova- 
tion too  often  obscures,  it  is  feared,  from  their  vision  the 
light  of  truth,  the  deductions  of  sound  medical  philosophy, 
and  the  voice  of  the  great  body  of  the  profession  of  the 
present  as  well  as  the  past. 

Dr.  Norcom  then  took  the  floor  in  reply  to  Dr.  Satchwell. 
After  warmly  defending  Drs.  Anstie  and  Gaillard,  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  the  real  subject  of  discussion,  the  "  modern 
treatment  of  acute  internal  inflammations."  He  denounced 
in  unmeasured  terms  the  baneful  influence  of  antiphlogistic 
treatment,  so  strongly  advocated  by  Dr.  Satchwell  in  his 
paper  read  before  the  Society  in  1870,  but  now  less  strongly 
so,  and  modestly  called  conservative.  I  will  briefly  give  the 
chief  points  inforced  by  Dr.  Norcom.  He  insisted  with 
Markham  that  "  blood-letting  is  not  a  remedy  for  inflamma- 
tion, but  for  the  accidents  of  certain  of  them,"  and  that  in 
these  afflictions  the  heart  does  not  act  with  an  augmented 
force,  but  with  an  increased  frequency  to  make  up  for  lost 
power.  What  is  generally  called  force  is  simply  commotion. 
He  adduced  in  support  of  this  the  teachings  of  physiology, 
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and  quoted  from  page  300  of  volume  I  of  Flint's  physiology. 
While  he  said  blood-letting  was  rarely  practiced  in  these 
diseases,  it  was  used  sometimes  mainly  for  its  mechanical 
action.  When  in  the  early  stage  of  pneumonia  bleeding  was 
practiced  to  relieve  the  overfille  i  right  heart,  its  effect  was 
mechanical,  and  that  it  indirectly  toned  the  heart,  by  en- 
abling it  to  clinch  upon  its  contents.  He  thought  the  local 
abstraction  of  blood  could  only  be  beneficial  where  there  was 
direct  anatomical  connection  between  the  surface  vessels 
and  those  of  the  inflamed  part.  He  thought  with  Jacobi 
and  others  that  veratrum  viride  was  a  cardiac  tonic,  and 
that  in  true  medicinal  doses  it  diminished  the  frequency 
and  increased  the  power  of  the  heart  beats.  Accepting  the 
view,  based  on  physiology,  that  the  heart  never,  in  the  very 
beginning  of  acute  disease,  acts  with  an  increased  frequency 
to  make  up  for  lost  power,  we  can  at  once  see  the  value  of 
a  cardiac  tonic.  But  above  all,  he  thought  the  value  of  ali- 
mentation and  alcoholics  in  acute  disease  could  not  be  too 
highly  extoled,  that  hygeinic  rules  should  be  carefully  and 
rigidly  inforced,  and  that  all  depressing  agents  should  be 
forbidden.  He  thought  the  antiplastic  effect  of  mercury 
should  be  consigned  to  its  merited  oblivion.  In  conclusion 
he  urged  Dr.  Satchwell  and  his  opponents  to  linger  no 
longer  amid  the  musty  antiphlogistic  tomes  of  a  bygone  age, 
but  consign  them  to  bibliothical  limbos,  and  read  those 
modern  books  from  which  they  would  catch  the  true  spirit 
of  progress.  Far  be  it  from  him  to  attempt  to  rob  the 
brow  of  any  ancient  brother  of  a  single  laurel,  but  they 
could  only  guide  their  footsteps  "by  the  sunlight  of  the 
hour  in  which  they  moved."  To  us  the  sun  shines  with 
a  brilliancy  unknown  to  others,  and  we  to-day  in  con- 
sequence walk  with  a  studied  step  and  secured  foothold. 
He  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  labors  of  Todd, 
Bennett,  Anstie  and  others  of  that  school,  and  felt  sure 
their   names   and    fame   would  live    and    shine   with  re- 
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splendent  lustre  long  after  their  defamers  had  been  lost  in 
unremembered  nothingness.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when  Dr.  Norcom  concluded  his  reply  to  Dr.  Satchwell,  and 
the  President  announced  the  discussion  would  continue 
after  the  address  of  Dr.  Wood,  which  would  take  place  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  1^  o'clock. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Court-house, 
after  hearing  the  address  of  the  orator,  Dr.  Wood. 

Notwithstanding  the  exceedingly  inclement  weather,  the 
large  church  was  filled  at  the  appointed  hour  with  a  highly 
appreciative  audience,  not  only  of  the  profession,  but  of  the 
ladies  and  townspeople  generally,  to  hear  the  address  of  Dr. 
Wood  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  "of  the  claims  which  the  great 
art  of  healing  has  upon  the  student  of  philosophy,  and  the 
various  gradations  which  led  to  its  present  condition."  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  address  the  Society  returned  to  the 
Court-house  to  participate  in  the  evening  session. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr. 
Whitehead,  who  stated  that  it  was  an  adjourned  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  the  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
the  modern  treatment  of  acute  internal  inflammations.  Dr. 
Norcom  expressed  his  regret  at  not  seeing  Dr.  Satchwell, 
but  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  some  other  gentleman  that 
entertained  the  same  views  of  Dr.  Satchwell. 

Dr.  Kelly  said  he  was  glad  to  see  in  the  lengthy  discus- 
sion between  Drs.  Norcom  and  Satchwell  that  they  were 
drawing  nearer  together  in  their  views,  and  on  this  import- 
ant subject  had  shown  a  disposition  to  "  shake  hands  across 
the  bloody  chasm."  He  would  therefore  suggest  that  the 
Society  proceed  to  other  business,  the  reception  of  reports  of 
committees,  &c. 

Dr.  Norcom  was  sorry  that  his  friend  Dr.  Kelly  so  mis- 
apprehended the  position  between  Dr.  Satchwell  and  him- 
self. They  were  as  wide  apart  as  the  north  and  south  pole, 
and  no  prospect  so  far  of  ever  uniting  in  opinion.  He  would 
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again  express  his  regret  at  the  absence  of  Dr.  Satchwell,  that 
the  discussion  mighft  continue. 

At  his  request  Dr.  O'Hagan  took  the  floor.  He  stated  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  defend  Dr.  Norcom  in  the  position 
he  assumed  in  the  discussion,  nor  was  he  prepared  to  attack 
Dr.  Satchwell.  After  a  few  well-timed  remarks  in  regard  to 
what  good  had  been  accomplished  by  the  discussion  of  this 
subject,  he  closed  by  indorsing  in  toto  the  restorative  school 
of  medicine. 

After  some  further  discussion  of  the  subject  by  Drs.  Foote 
of  Warrenton,  Hines  of  Raleigh,  J.  B.  Jones  of  Charlotte, 
and  Sharpe  of  Davie,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  9 
o'clock  on  Thursday,  the  22d. 
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THIRD  DAY. 

Statesville,  N.  C,  May  22d,  1873. 
The  President  called  the  Society  to  order  at  9  o'clock. 
The  Committee  on  Credentials  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  received : 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina : 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  further  report 
that  the  following  gentlemen,  after  due  examination,  are 
found  qualified  to  become  regular  members  of  this  Society, 
namely : 

Dr.  Walter  J.  McLinden,  Anson  county. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Vick,  Johnston  county. 

Dr.  John  A.  Allison,  Iredell  county. 

Dr.  Albert  G.  Carr,  Wake  county.  • 

Dr.  W.  G.  Johnston,  Farmington. 

Dr.  Jacob  M.  Hadley,  Lenoir  county. 

Dr.  John  B.  Gaither,  Salisbury. 

Dr.  P.  L.  Murphy,  New  Hanover  county. 

Dr.  Isaac  E.  Green,  Warren  county. 

We  also  find  Dr.  Hadley  a  properly  accredited  delegate 
from  the  Lenoir  County  Medical  Society. 

S.  S.  SATCHWELL, 
H.  KELLY, 
JAMES  K.  HALL, 
D.  N.  PATTERSON. 

Statesville,  N.  C,  May  22d,  1873. 

The  gentlemen  came  forward  paid  their  iniation  fee  and 
signed  the  constitution. 

The  President  announced  that  in  accordance  with  a  reso- 
lution adopted,  he  would  appoint  Drs.  Wood,  Thomas  and 
Love,  of  New  Hanover  county,  a  Committee  on  Obituaries, 
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and  designate  Wilmington  as  the  headquarters  of  said  com- 
mittee. 

Dr.  Hines,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations, 
submitted  the  following  report : 

President— Dt.  W.  A.  B.  Norcom,  Edenton. 

Vice  Presidents — 1st,  Dr.  J.  B.  Jones,  Charlotte ;  2d,  Dr. 
R.  F.  Lewis,  Lumberton ;  3d,  Dr.  C.  G.  Cox,  Richland  ;  4th, 
Dr.  J.  L.  Knight,  Tarboro. 

Orator — Dr.  A.  B.  Pierce,  Halifax. 

Treasurer — Dr.  H.  T.  Bahnsen,  Salem. 

Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary — Dr.  James  McKee, 
Raleigh. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association — Dr.  T.  P. 
Gorman,  Warren  county  ;  Dr.  W.  W.  Lane,  Wilmington  ; 
Dr.  H.  Kelly,  Statesville ;  Dr.  C.  J.  O'Hagan,  Greenville ; 
Dr.  F.  M.  Rountree,  Snow  Hill. 

Alternates — Dr.  R.  L.  Payne,  Lexington  ;  Dr.  J.  F.  Shaff- 
ner,  Salem ;  Dr.  H.  0.  Hyatt,  Kinston ;  Dr.  D.  N.  Patterson, 
Mangum ;  Dr.  G.  G.  Smith,  Concord. 

Committee  on  Publication — Dr.  E.  B.  Haywood,  Raleigh ; 
Dr.  P.  E.  Hines,  Raleigh ;  Dr.  James  McKee,  Raleigh. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Debnam,  the  report  was  concurred  in. 
The  following  resolution  was  introduced  by  Dr.  ShafFner 
and  carried. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  is  authorized  to  give  credit 
on  his  books  to  such  members  as  voluntarily  make  advances 
toward  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  Society ;  that  an  ad- 
vance payment  of  ten  dollars  be  suggested  as  a  suitable 
amount. 

Dr.  Bahnsen,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  report  upon 
the  relative  merits  of  chloroform  and  ether  as  anoesthetics. 
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made  a  report  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication. 

(The  report  failed  to  come.) 

Dr.  Kelly  read  an  invitation  from  Messrs.  Wallace  Bros. 
&  Shippens  to  the  Society  to  visit  their  herbarium  located 
in  the  town. 

Thanks  were  returned  and  the  invitation  accepted. 

The  hour  having  arrived  for  the  installation  of  officers  Drs. 
Hines  and  Summerell  were  requested  to  conduct  the  new 
President  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  Norcom  upon  assuming  the  position  of  presiding  officer 
returned  his  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred. 

Dr.  Whitehead,  the  retiring  President,  upon  leaving  the 
chair  delivered  a  most  beautiful  address  upon  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  societies  and  the  doctors  of  the  profession 
in  keeping  pace  therewith.     (See  Appendix  A.) 

Dr.  Satchwell  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unmaniously  adopted : 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  our  retiring  President,  Dr.  Whitehead,  for  his 
impartial  and  efficient  administration  of  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  also  for  the  able  and  eloquent  valedictory  address 
just  delivered,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnished  a  copy 
to  the  Secretary  for  publication  in  the  transactions. 

Dr.  Summerell  moved  that  an  additional  number  of 
copies  of  the  address  be  published  for  the  Society,  and  a 
copy  be  sent  to  each  editor  in  the  State  with  a  request  to 
notice.    Passed. 

Dr.  Foote  took  the  floor,  and  made  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  usefulness  and  great  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  use 
of  the  hypodermic  syringe,  and  cited  some  very  interesting 
cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage  checked  by  the  hypodermic  in- 
jection of  ergotine,  and  of  their  abortive  treatment  of  inter- 
mittent fever  by  the  hypodermic  injection  of  quina.  The 
doctor  closed  with  a  handsome  panegyric  to  the  teachers 
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and  advocates  of  progressive  medicine,  and  denounced  the 
indiscriminate  system  of  blood-letting  as  practiced  by  some 
physicians.  This  led  to  a  general  discussion  on  the  subject, 
which  was  participated  in  by  Drs.  Happoldt,  Luckey,  Payne, 
Pierce  and  others. 

Dr.  Payne  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered 
to  the  citizens  of  Statesville  for  the  kind  hospitalities  which 
have  been  extended  to  them  during  the  present  meeting  of 
the  Society.     Passed. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Charlotte,  on  the  3d 
Tuesday  in  May,  1874. 

M.  WHITEHEAD,  President. 
JAMES  McKEE,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX 


[APPENDIX  A.] 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  RETIRING  PRESIDENT. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  North  Carolina  : 

I  am  painfully  conscious  of  my  inability  to  perform  the 
last  duty  incident  to  the  position  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
holding  for  the  past  year  satisfactorily  either  to  you  or  my- 
self. But  the  demands  of  custom  are  on  some  occasions  as 
imperious  as  those  of  necessity,  and  I  may  not  disregard 
them.  I  shall,  however,  trust  to  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
that  placed  me  here  for  pardon  if  I  fail  to  interest  while 
detaining  you  with  a  brief  and  desultory  address  on  some 
subjects  of  importance  to  the  profession. 

We  are  living  in  an  age  peculiarly  one  of  investigation 
^nd  improvement,  of  restless  inquiry  and  tireless  research, 
of  wonderful  inventions  and  startling  discoveries.  As  if  by 
the  hand  of  the  magician  labor  is  changed  to  pastime,  space 
is  annihilated,  and  thought  is  endowed  with  the  attribute 
of  Omnipresence.  Every  sail  that  whitens  the  ocean  by  day 
and  every  steamship  which  kindles  her  beacon  fires  by  night 
on  its  broad  expanse  are  freighted  with  the  interchange  of 
thought  and  experience.  To  the  questionings  of  science  the 
rocks  have  rendered  an  account  of  themselves,  and  the  leaves 
that  fall  before  the  flood  have  been  made  to  tell  their  story. 
Not  a  time-worn  mark  or  hieroglyphic  but  has  been  cleared 
from  the  dust  of  centuries  and  deciphered.  Not  a  crumbling 
monument  or  a  buried  city  or  a  perished  people  of  the  dead 
past  but  has  been  reproduced  on  the  canvas  of  living  his- 
tory.   Naught  escapes  the  sleepless  eye,  the  persevering  in- 
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dustry  of  modern  research.     The  credulity  of  past  ages  has 
vanished  before  the  power  of  philosophic,  inductive  reason- 
ing, and  scientific  men  in  every  department  of  knowledge 
have  cut  loose  from  the  trammels  of  ancient  authorit}^  and 
proclaimed  the  day  of  free  thought  and  personal  inquiry. 
Surrounded  by  these  evidences  ot  progress  the  inquiry 
naturally  suggests  itself  to  the  lover  of  his  profession — Has 
the  science  and  art  of  medicine  kept  pace  with  the  other  de- 
partments of  learning?     Are  its  followers  laggards  on  the 
march,"  and  are  its  ministers  and  disciples  discharging  all 
their  obligations  to  the  profession,  the  State,  and  the  world  ? 
A  retrospect  of  a  third  of  a  century  in  any  art  or  science  is 
sufficient  to  give  us  an  indication  of  its  rate  of  advance  and 
the  vitality  it  manifests.     In  no  one  of  the  sciences  has  in- 
dependence of  authority  and  want  of  reverence  for  the  teach- 
ings of  the  past  or  searching  investigation  into  the  truth  of 
theories  and  so-called  facts  been  more  marked  than  in  mod- 
ern medicine.     It  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  some  of  the 
more  noticeable  advances  of  recent  years  to  show  the  rapid 
progress  that  has  been  made.     In  the  aids  to  the  diagnosis 
of  disease  the  improvements  have  been  so  great  as  to  be  al- 
most confusing  in  their  enumeration.     Aided  by  the  stethe- 
scope,  the  opthalmoscope,  the  thermometer,  the  test  tube, 
otoscope,  and  the  numerous  other  "  scopes,"  the  diagnosis  of 
disease  has  been  brought  to  almost  mathematical  precision. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  I  read  a  description  of  a  new  instru- 
ment, the  diaphonoscope,  by  which  the  internal  organs  of 
the  body  are  to  be  made  visible  through  the  abdominal 
walls  by  means  of  very  powerful  lights.     By  these  aids  an 
entrance  has  been  gained  in  many  directions  into  what,  to 
our  forefathers,  must  have  appeared  the  impregnable  citadel 
of  the  body.     The  enormous  gain  in  the  study  of  diseases 
thereby  acquired  it  is  impossible  to  estimate.      New  visions 
of  the  truth  are  opening  up  of  which  we  formerly  had  no 
glimpses,  and  these  improvements  and  aids  to  diagnosis  are 
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preparing  the  way  to  deserved  triumphs,  on  the  verge  of 
which  we  may  now  be  said  to  hang.  Our  knowledge  of 
anatomy  borders  on  perfection,  and  almost  as  much  may  be 
said  of  physiology  and  pathology.  In  therapeutics  we  have 
learned  the  physiological  uses  and  the  proper  doses  of 
quinine,  iodide  of  potassium,  digitalis;  belladonna,  arsenic, 
the  bromides,  and  a  long  list  of  other  remedies  heretofore 
imperfectly  known  and  understood.  Hypodermic  medica- 
tion has  given  a  positiveness  and  efficiency  to  the  action  of 
remedies  that  could  not  be  secured  in  any  other  way.'  Path- 
ological chemistry  is  opening  up  the  way  to  still  greater  ad- 
vances. Let  Bright's  disease  serve  as  an  example,  and  its 
diagnosis  as  one  of  its  triumphs. 

Another  of  the  most  noticeable  advances,  amounting  al- 
^  most  to  a  revolution  in  the  art,  has  been  the  true  and  cor- 
rect appreciation  and  acceptance  of  the  principles  of  conser- 
vative medicine.  We  have  learned  the  importance  of  econ- 
omizing the  powers  of  life  in  both  acute  and  chronic  dis- 
eases. This  has  lead  in  Europe  and  America  to  the  almost 
entire  abolition  of  the  use  of  the  lancet  and  a  more  careful 
and  discriminating  use  of  mercury  in  the  treatment  of  acute 
inflammatory  diseases.  So  recent  has  been  this  change  in 
practical  medicine  that  "  a  race  of  physicians  is  hardly  ex- 
tant who  used  to  boast  of  having  drawn  their  hogsheads  of 
blood  and  administered  their  barrels  of  calomel."  But  the 
Sangrados  have  no  more  disciples.  The  last  of  that  tribe 
has  "  uttered  his  lament  "  on  our  shores.  Our  enterprising 
people  have  no  blood  to  lose,  even  when  fevers  inflame 
them,  and  only  the  little  leeches  of  the  brooks  find  employ- 
ment, and  their  services  in  the  treatment  of  disease  is  but 
little  needed.  We  have  reached  an  advance  point  where 
we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  bring  our  patient  to  death's 
door  in  order  to  bring  him  up  again — to  make  him  a  skele- 
ton which  is  to  take  on  new  flesh  and  blood.  Modern  medi- 
cine has  taught  us  that  the  best  remedies  are  those  which 
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least  interfere  with  the  work  and  convenience  of  man.  That 
food  and  medicine  are  not  obstinately  hostile  to  each  other, 
and  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  sick  to  give  up  all  but  their 
potions  and  doses.  Medicine  has  been  reconciled  to  nutri- 
tion, and  the  sick  are  encouraged  to  enjoy  as  much  as  they 
can  of  the  blessings  of  the  health}^  We  now  know  that  the 
best  emetics  are  those  which  leave  the  stomach  tranquil ; 
the  best  purgatives  those  which  warm  the  alimentary  canal, 
but  make  no  violent  impression  on  its  mucous  surface. 
Other  things  being  equal,  medicines  which  sustain  and  in- 
crease are  better  than  those  which  take  away  strength  from 
the  body. 

In  surger}''  the  advances  made  have  been  of  equal  if  not 
of  greater  importance.  The  operation  of  lithotroty  has  been 
perfected,  and  now  no  surgeon  would  propose  the  operation 
with  the  knife  when  the  lithotrite  could  effect  his  purpose. 
And  this  operation  alone  affords  one  of  the  greatest  tri- 
umphs of  the  surgeon's  art.  In  all  cystic  diseases  the  sur- 
geon of  to-day  has  at  his  command  means  of  investigating 
suffering  and  saving  life  which  place  the  art  high  above  that 
of  any  preceding  age.  I  would  that  I  had  time  to  dwell  upon 
the  numerous  improvements  in  minor  surgery,  which  make 
little  show,  but  confer  by  their  wide-spread  operations  still 
greater  blessings  upon  humanity  than  those  which,  by  their 
brilliancy  and  magnitude,  attract  the  notice  of  the  profession 
and  the  public. 

Ovariotomy,  first  performed  by  an  American  surgeon  in 
the  then  wild  woods  of  Kentucky,  was  at  first  most  bitterly 
decried  and  opposed  as  wholly  unjustifiable.  Less  than 
thirty  years  ago  it  was  denounced  as  an  operation  "  danger- 
ous to  the  character  of  the  profession,"  and  said  one  of  Eng- 
land's brightest  men — Sir  John  Forbes — "  whenever  an  oper- 
ation so  fearful  in  its  nature  was  performed  a  fundamental 
principle  of  medical  morality  was  outraged,"  and  a  very  cele- 
brated American  physician  just  fourteen  years  ago,  in  an 
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essay  on  this  subject,  makes  this  remark :  "  On  the  whole, 
the  conclusion  appears  to  us  irresistible  that  the  extirpation 
of  an  ovariancyst  is  in  every  view  of  the  subject  unjustifia- 
ble, and  ought  to  be  abandoned."  But  thanks  to  the  genius, 
industry  and  .skill  of  Atlee,  Peaslee,  Bradford,  Thomas, 
Simms,  Emmett,  Spencer  aftd  Wells,  so  rapidly  has  it  gained 
favor  with  the  profession  that  now  hundreds  of  lives  are 
annually  saved  that  were  without  hope,  and  would  have 
been  lost  without  it.  And  to-day  the  first  of  American 
gynaecologists  (Dr.  Thomas)  writes :  "  The  time  has  passed 
when  in  an  essay  upon  this  subject  the  question  need  be 
discussed  as  to  the  propriety  of  recognizing  ovariotomy  as 
a  legitimate  resource  in  surgery." 

It  remained  for  the  surgeons  of  the  last  third  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  to  bring  into  the  world  of  reality  what  had 
before  existed  only  in  the  fancy  of  the  poet,  "  a  borrowed 
likeness  of  shrunk  death,  producible  at  will."  Not  thirty 
years  have  passed  since  Drs.  Warren  and  Hayward  were, 
for  the  first  time,  performing  operations  in  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital  without  pain,  and  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  patient.  Never  before  in  all  time  had  anything 
like  this  been  known,  save  once,  when  by  a  special  miracle, 
a  deep  sleep  fell  upon  Adam  and  his  rib  was  extirpated  by 
ihe  All  Knowing  Physician,  the  Almighty  Ansetheticist. 
Now  from  every  surgical  amphitheatre,  from  very  battle- 
field, from  every  lying-in  chamber,  and  from  every  hamlet 
in  the  land  daily  pseans  are  ascending  to  heaven  for  this, 
the  greatest  gift  of  God.  No  longer  is  heard  the  shrieks  and 
groans  of  human  agony,  but  the  surgeon,  with  a  boldness 
tempered  by  wisdom,  carries  his  patient  down  into  the  dark 
valley  which  borders  on  death,  drowns  human  agony  in  the 
waters  of  Lethe,  and  triumphs  in  the  crowning  glory  of  his 
art. 

Restorative  medicine,  lithotroty,  ovariotomy  and  anses- 
thesia — towering  landmarks  are  these,  indicating  the  rapid 
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advances  made  by  the  science  and  art  in  the  last  third  of  a 
century.  The  science  of  medicine  and  the  chirurgical  art 
never  fulfilled  their  mission  to  the  measure  and  extent  of 
the  powers  they  now  summon  to  their  aid.  There  is  no  pro- 
cess that  can  reckon  up  the  amount  of  good  which  they 
have  conferred  upon  the  human  race.  No  moral  calculus 
can  grasp  the  immense  sacrifice  of  human  life  which  has 
been  arrested  by  sanatory  laws,  founded  upon  the  data  which 
medical  science  has  furnished.  To  it  are  humanity  and 
civilization  indebted  for  staying  the  awful  ravages  of  the 
plague  and  other  communicable  diseases.  To  it  they  owe 
the  salubrity  of  many  districts,  through  the  detection  of  the 
causes,  which  formerly  rendered  them  the  dens  of  pestilence. 
To  it  must  be  asci  ibed  the  extinction  of  scurvy  by  land  and 
sea,  and  to  it  thai  most  wonderful  discovey  which  has  re- 
duced the  annual  number  of  victims  of  smallpox  from 
thousands  to  tens.  To  naught  but  medical  science,  lending 
its  aid  to  legislation,  can  the  fact  be  attributed  that  the  pro- 
portion of  deaths  to  births  has  been  constantly  decrea  ing, 
and  the  average  of  duration  of  life  nearly  doubled.  To  it 
must  the  glory  be  given  of  having  stricken  the  chains  from 
the  limbs  of  the  maniac,  and  converting  the  receptacles  of 
the  insane  from  howling  pandemonium  into  well  ordered 
families,  "where  smiling  hope  unlocks  the  door  to  health." 
Ever  since  the  first  dawn  of  civilization  and  learning, 
"through  the  dark  backward  abysm  of  time, "  its  ministers 
and  disciples  have  been  the  true  and  constant  friends  of  the 
sufifering  sons  and  daughters  of  humanity.  "They  have 
cheered  the  desponding  and  lightened  the  load  of  human 
sorrow.  They  have  dispelled  or  diminished  the  gloom  of 
the  sick  chamber.  They  have  plucked  from  the  pillow  of 
pain  its  thorns,  and  made  the  hard  couch  soft  with  the  pop- 
pies of  delicious  rest.  They  have  let  in  the  light  of  joy  to 
dark  and  desolate  dwellings.  They  have  rekindled  the 
lamp  of  hope  in  the  bosom  of  despair.  They  have  called 
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back  the  radiance  to  the  lustreless  eye,  and  the  bloom  to  the 
fading  cheek.  They  have  sent  new  vigor  through  the  fail- 
ing limbs,  and  when  exhausted  in  all  their  other  resources, 
and  bajffled  in  their  skill,  they  have  blunted  the  arrows  of 
death  and  made  less  rugged  and  precipitous  the  road  to  the 
grave." 

The  code  of  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
(which  we  have  adopted)  states  in  language  not  to  be  mis- 
understood, our  duties  to  the  public.  Enforcing  the  truth, 
that  there  are  certain  great  interests  of  the  State,  of  which 
medical  men  are  the  only  good  judges,  and  the  various  in- 
fluences affecting  which  they  only  can  duly  appriciate ; 
placed  by  our  studies  and  pursuits  upon  a  vantage  ground 
from  whence  we  discover  dangers  imperiling  health  and 
life,  that  are  undeceived  by  the  great  masses,  shall  we  not 
prove  false  to  the  obligations  we  have  assumed,  if  we  neg- 
lect to  point  out  those  dangers;  show  how  they  can  be 
averted,  and  fail  to  demand  of  our  legislators  the  enactment 
of  such  laws  as  will  ensure  the  end  desired.  It  is  our  duty 
(as  the  representative  body  of  the  medical  profession  in 
North  Carolina)  not  only  to  give  our  aid  and  influence  to 
all  measures  calculated  by  their  operations  to  restore  our 
State  to  its  once  proud  and  prosperous  condition,  but  en- 
listing with  us  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  to  memoralize  the 
Legislature,  and  secure  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  will  pro- 
vide the  State  with  the  benefit  of  a  general  sanatory  reform. 
In  this  plan  maybe  embraced  a  number  of  subjects.  First, 
the  establishment  of  a  State  Board  of  Public  Health,  secur- 
ing a  medical  topographical  map  of  the  State  with  the 
causes  of  endemic  diseases  pecular  to  each  locality  in  every 
county ;  a  law  requiring  the  registration  of  births,  deaths 
and  marriages,  and  with  the  report  of  the  deaths,  the  causes, 
such  reports  to  be  made  monthly  to  the  Register  of  Deeds 
in  each  county,  and  by  him  to  the  Board  of  Public  Health, 
affixing  such  penalties  as  will  ensure  its  faithful  execution. 
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(It  is  passing  strange  that  while  the  records  of  estates,  the 
registries  of  lands,  houses,  barns,  &c.,  are  well  guarded  and 
provided  for  by  law  in  North  Carolina,  that  there  should 
not  be  a  law  requiring  the  registration  of  the  three  great 
events  of  humanity — births,  marriages  and  deaths.  These 
subjects  possess  claims  for  the  benefit  of  legislative  favor 
that  far  outweigh  those  numerous  interests  that  are  ever 
receiving  their  consideration  and  patronage.  Their  value 
to  the  State  cannot  be  computed,  and  as  measures  bearing 
on  the  improvement  of  health  and  the  prolongation  of  life, 
the  experience  of  other  States  fully  attests  their  value ;)  an 
act  removing  the  control  of  our  public  charities  from  the 
party  politicians  and  entrusting  them  to  the  care  of  the 
scientific  philanthropists  of  the  State  ;  increased  accommo- 
dations for  the  insane  by  the  establishment  of  other  asylums; 
more  liberal  appropriations  for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind; 
the  establishment  and  support  of  schools  for  the  education 
of  the  feeble-minded  children  of  the  State;  (and  to  the 
shame  of  our  Legislature  the  medical  profession,  the  Church 
and  the  press  be  it  spoken,  that  at  this  period  of  advanced 
civilization,  not  one  single  effort  has  ever  been  made  in 
North  Carolina  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  these  unfortu- 
nates, or  to  elevate  them  above  the  level  of  the  brutes ;)  a 
compolsury  law  enforcing  vaccination ;  the  founding  of  an 
inebriate  asylum  where  the  poor  victim  of  intemperance 
may  be  controlled,  and  his  insane  thirst  eradicated  ;  a  law 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
except  for  manufacturing  and  medicinal  purposes ;  confin- 
ing them  with  their  congeners,  arsenic,  strychnia  and  prus- 
sic  acid  to  the  shelves  of  the  apothecary ;  so  amending  the 
law  regarding  the  public  schools  as  to  require  that  some  ef- 
ficient manual  on  hygeine  be  placed  amongst  the  text  books, 
and  its  use  adopted  in  all  schools  of  higher  grades.  It  is 
our  duty  to  distribute  amongst  the  people  sanatory  tracts 
urging  upon  them  the  vast  importance  of  a  through  system 
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of  drainage  and  sewerage,  and  the  use  of  the  most  approved 
methods  for  securing  proper  ventilation  in  the  construction 
of  their  dwellings.  In  this  way  we  shall  establish  the  truth 
of  the  healthfulness  of  our  State,  and  demonstrate  to  the 
world  its  desirableness  as  a  dwelling  place.  Inviting  and 
attracting  immigration  by  these  measures,  and  by  the  enact- 
ment of  wise  sanatory  and  hygeinic  laws,  our  State  will 
soon  be  thickly  peopled  with  a  healthly,  honest  and  indus- 
trious population.  For  it  is  a  goodly  land  in  which  we 
dwell.  It  is  a  land  to  be  proud  of.  Within  its  borders 
every  variety  of  climate  may  be  found.  Even  to  look  upon 
its  physical  grandeur — the  features  which  it  has  borne  from 
the  creation — its  towering  mountains,  and  its  sheeted  cata- 
racts, its  sunlit  hill-tops,  and  its  glorious  valleys,  its  rocks  of 
eternal  strength,  and  its  clear  flowing  waters,  even  to  look 
upon  these,  we  may  well  be  proud ;  but  when  we  recall  its 
thrilling  memories,  its  record  of  brave  hearts,  strong  and 
noble  minds,  who  can  wonder  at  the  love  of  its  sons,  or  that 
the  patriot  has  watered  its  soil  with  his  blood  ?  It  is  a  land 
of  historic  renown.  A  land  consecrated  by  memories  "  as 
enduring  as  time  and  as  glorious  as  the  stars  in  heaven." 
Here  I  have  presented  to  you  an  open  and  inviting  field 
for  the  exercise  of  that  active  and  enlarged  spirit  of  philan- 
throphy  and  State  pride  which  should  everywhere  charac- 
terize and  adorn  the  votaries  of  medical  science ;  and  if  we 
would  in  our  day  accomplish  anything  great  or  noble,  in 
what  way  can  it  be  so  surely  effected,  as  in  thus  laboring 
for  the  prosperity  of  our  State  and  for  the  improvement  of 
our  race.  The  proposition  is  incontrovertible  that  the  true 
aim  of  the  medical  man,  his  highest,  noblest,  most  exalted 
vocation,  is  to  avert  those  evils,  both  sanatory  and  moral, 
physical  and  mental,  within  the  reach  of  science,  that  are 
destructive  to  health  and  dangerous  to  life,  and  in  this  ex- 
tended field,  where  the  morbid  seeds  of  sickness  are  sown 
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broadcast,  claim  his  victory  over  disease  and  his  triumphs 
over  death. 

Unfortunately  for  harmonious  action  on  these  subjects,  too 
many  of  our  brethren  have  allied  themselves  with  the  po- 
litical parties  of  the  day,  using  their  talents  and  influence 
in  this  unholy  partisan  strife.  Forgetful  of  their  first  love, 
and  oblivious  of  duty,  "  they  have  given  up  to  party  what 
was  due  to  mankind."  But  we  may  hope  for  success  yet,  as 
we  have  many  of  our  brightest  intellects  left,  whose  minds 
have  not  been  tortured  by  the  machinery  of  party  into  a 
nervous  dread  of  the  "  dea4  people  " — who  have  not  laid  up 
their  piece  of  mind  in  vessels  that  a  demagogue  can  shatter, 
or  staked  their  soul's  vital  aspirations  on  the  issues  of  a  can- 
vass. 

Your  pursuits  refer  gentlemen  to  more  interests  than  party 
politics.  Upon  the  dissemination  of  the  truths  of  medical 
science  and  a  faithful  discharge  of  professional  obligations 
depends  not  only  the  health  and  happiness  of  individuals 
and  communities,  but  the  welfare  of  the  State,  and,  as  I 
verily  believe,  the  stabilicy  of  free  government  itseli  For 
a  free  commonwealth  of  imbeciles,  of  dwarfs  of  either  body 
or  spirit,  of  a  people  wasted  by  disease  and  deprived  of  the 
natural  provocatives  of  health,  is  as  impracticable  as  a  heaven 
of  profligates  and  demons. 

I  know,  gentlemen,  that  your  best  efforts  for  the  welfare 
of  others  is  too  often  repaid  by  ingratitude  and  misrepre- 
sentation. That  by  the  side  of  the  political  idols  of  the  day 
when  the  honors  of  the  world  are  to  be  bestowed,  you  are 
neglected  and  forgotten.  But  of  what  true  value,  after  all,  are 
the  world's  honors  and  rewards.  Riches  are  as  temporary 
as  the  good  they  bestow.  Fame  has  no  substantial  basis. 
Power  wielded  as  it  may  be,  endures  but  a  season,  and  the 
hand  that  grasps  the  sceptre  to-day  will  be  palsied  in  death 
to-morrow.  But  a  life  built  up  with  works  of  usefulness  to 
your  fellowmen,  and  crowned  with  deeds  of  love  and  charity, 
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that  will  cause  you  to  be  remembered  with  gratitude  and 
affection  by  those  you  leave  behind  when  you  sleep  beneath 
the  turf  of  the  valley,  is  a  crown,  a  joy,  an  inheritance  for- 
ever. 'Tis  your  mission  the  living  man  to  save.  "  To  give 
sight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  to  cause  the  lame  to 
leap  for  joy,"  and  by  your  acts  of  skillful  mercy  to  bring 
down  upon  your  heads  "  the  blessing  of  Him  that  was  ready 
to  perish." 

And  when  in  the  fullness  of  years,  after  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  your  duties  to  God  and  to  man,  your  heads  shall 
be  white  with  the  snows  of  many  winters,  old  age  will  not 
be  to  you  the  pining  atrophy  of  wornout  or  disappointed 
statesmen. 

"  The  skill  of  the  physician  shall  lift  up  his  head,  and  in 
the  sight  of  great  men  he  shall  be  in  admiration." 

"  For  of  the  Most  High  cometh  healing,  and  he  shall  re- 
ceive honors  of  the  king." 
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[APPENDIX  B.] 
ADDRESS  OF  DR.  THOMAS  F.  WOOD. 
Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Prompted  by  my  devotion  to  this  Society,  and  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  pay  my  tribute  of  duty,  however  humble 
it  may  be,  have  yet,  with  reluctance,  consented  to  accept  the 
honor  you  have  seen  fit  to  confer  upon  me.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  same  spirit  of  courtesy  which  led  you  to  make 
such  a  selection  is  sufficient  assurance  that  you  will  be 
patient  with  me  while  I  attempt  to  speak,  even  in  such  a 
presence,  of  the  claims  which  the  great  art  of  healing  has 
upon  the  student  of  philosophy,  and  trace  briefly  some  of 
the  steps  which  have  led  to  its  present  condition. 

A  retrospective  glance  at  the  history  of  our  ancient  art 
will  discover  to  us  its  first  faint  glimmerings  among  the 
tribes  of  Israel ;  its  close  connection,  for  centuries,  with 
sacerdotal  offices  under  the  old  and  new  dispensations ;  its 
final  emancipation  from  the  thraldom  of  the  priesthood ;  its 
establishment  as  a  distinct  science,  and  its  crowning  glory 
in  becoming  an  indispensable  part  of  our  social  organism. 
This  is  a  subject  of  just  pride  to  all  students  of  medicine, 
and  it  deserves  to  be  reviewed  again  and  again  by  them,  in 
order  that  they  may  have  not  only  a  lively  and  accurate 
appreciation  of  all  the  obstacles  surmounted,  but  also  that 
they  may  be  the  better  prepared  for  the  difficulties  which 
are  constantly  besetting  them  at  every  step  they  take  on  the 
road  towards  thorough  medical  learning. 

To  all  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  profound  mys- 
teries of  medicine,  and  who  are  consequently  unfamiliar  with 
the  rugged  paths  through  which  it  has  traveled  to  reach  its 
present  eminence,  no  adequate  idea  can  be  formed,  either  of 
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the  difficulties  or  the  vastness  of  the  labors  which  have  been 
overcome  in  producing  the  results  already  accomplished. 

A  comparison  of  the  relative  value  of  medicine,  either  as 
a  science  or  an  art,  cannot  be  justly  instituted  upon  a  plan 
which  would  obtain  between  any  two  of  the  exact  sciences, 
or  one  of  the  more  perfected  arts ;  but  let  us  take,  for  an  ex- 
ample, the  science  of  astronomy.  We  find,  from  carefully 
recorded  observations,  that  certain  fixed  laws  have  been 
deduced,  upon  which  subsequent  calculations  can  be  based 
of  the  phenomena  of  the  celestial  bodies.  In  the  attainment 
even  of  what  is  now  known  of  this  science,  although  the 
work  has  been  divided  among  many  skilled  observers,  and 
through  a  long  space  of  time,  there  yet  remains  much  to  be 
discovered.  There  are  mysteries  connected  with  it  which 
will  never  be  evolved  until  time  itself  shall  be  no  more. 
The  astronomers  in  their  researches  have  dealt  with  facts 
which  could  be  computed  with  mathematical  precision. 
Little  by  little  we  find  that  the  science  of  astronomy  has, 
after  patient  investigation,  not  only  received  from  men  well 
learned  in  its  development  the  importance  which  it  could 
justly  claim,  but  has  also  retained  its  position  as  mother  and 
mistress  of  the  sciences.  Human  means  of  investigation 
have  been  as  innumerable  as  they  have  been  fallacious ;  all 
the  investigations  depended  upon  human  skill  and  integrity. 
Year  by  year  new  sources  have  been  developed,  shortening 
processes,  wiping  out  old  errors,  achieving  new  victories 
which  were  thought  to  be  beyond  the  knowledge  of  man. 
Notwithstanding  all  this  apparent  exactitude,  perfection  is 
far  from  having  been  attained. 

In  the  investigation  of  vital  phenomena,  however,  such  as 
it  is  the  province  of  medical  art  to  discover  and  record,  the 
task  is  one  of  endless  difficulty.  Starting  from  a  few  well- 
determined  series  of  facts,  none  of  which  are  demonstrable 
mathematically  as  in  celestial  phenomena,  we  find  that  the 
science  of  medicine  has  grown  by  the  accretion  of  small  and 
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apparently  unimportant  particles  to  such  huge  and  withal 
attractive  proportions,  that  it  has  enlisted  in  the  ranks  of 
its  students  many  of  the  eminent  men  of  modern  times,  and 
so  far  from  suffering  detraction  by  such  a  comparison,  that 
in  its  very  delicacy  and  intricacy,  and  absence  of  established 
and  invariable  laws  for  its  evolution,  rests  its  claim  to  studi- 
ous consideration. 

The  birth  and  growth  of  all  the  inductive  sciences  possess 
a  somewhat  similar  history.  Years  of  toilsome  labor  have 
been  expended  in  the  discovery  of  facts  which  are  as  old  as 
the  world  itself.  They  have  been  known,  and  recorded,  and 
forgotten,  but  to  be  again  exhumed  by  some  powerful  intel- 
lect who  has  discovered  their  actual  existence,  and  has  de- 
duced therefrom  the  correct  principles  which  they  always 
contained. 

It  is  not  infrequently  the  case  that  discoveries  are  made 
by  different  observers  and  in  different  countries  who  have 
pursued  the  same  line  of  thought  without  the  knowledge  of 
similar  investigations  undertaken  by  each  other,  who  yet 
have  arrived  at  the  same  result ;  pointing  strongly,  it  would 
seem,  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  made  by  natural 
evolutions  in  intellectual  development. 

The  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  from  which 
dates  our  modern  physiology,  was  not  seen  by  the  propheti- 
cal gleams  of  a  genius,  or  deduced  from  fixed  laws  in  a  day. 
No !  it  was  the  consummation  of  a  devoted  and  life-long 
study.  At  first  this  imjjortant  discovery  was  only  fore- 
shadowed, but  later  years  brought  it  nearer  to  its  culmina- 
tion. The  discovery  was  finally  made  that  the  passage  of 
the  blood  was  not  through  the  septum  of  the  heart  as  anat- 
omists in  the  sixteenth  century  and  before  had  positively 
taught;  but  that  venous  blood  traversed  the  lungs;  that  the 
swelling  of  the  veins  occurs  below,  and  not  above  the  litiga- 
ture  in  persons  prepared  for  bleeding.  That  the  blood 
which  flows  to  the  heart  through  the  veins  finds  there  its 
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perfection ;  and  this  end  being  attained,  it  is  thenceforward 
conveyed  by  the  arteries  to  all  parts  of  the  human  frame. 
Taught  by  the  knowledge  of  his  predecessors,  a  scholar 
worked  out  the  great  physiological  problem  of  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood.  It  would  be  useless  to  weary  your  pati- 
ence by  treading  in  the  several  steps  which  led,  one  after 
the  other,  to  this  great  discovery,  which  has  long  ago  become 
the  common  property  of  the  world.  But  when  we  reflect 
upon  the  aversion  in  which  dissections  were  held  in  that 
time,  and  that  then  as  now  to  differ  from  the  ruling  theories 
was  a  heresy  of  which  few  men  would  dare  be  guilty,  addi- 
tional lustre  will  forever  surround  the  name  of  William 
Harvey.  We  may  well  ask  what  must  the  study  of  medi- 
cine have  been  before  this  scientific  fact  was  discovered  to 
the  world ;  or  wonder  that  there  was  ever  an  era  when  our 
knowledge  of  the  bodily  functions  was  so  primitive. 

Yet  the  theory  of  the  circulation  was  only  reached  by  the 
laborious  application  and  study  of  more  than  twenty  anat- 
omists, during  a  period  of  more  than  a  century. 

A  similar  case  may  be  found  in  the  discovery  of  oxygen  ; 
another  in  that  of  vaccination  following  the  introduction  of 
inoculation;  another  in  that  of  ether  and  chloroform  suc- 
ceeding the  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  virtues  of  nitrous 
oxide  gas ;  another  in  the  discovery  of  distinct  nerve-fibres 
for  motion  and  sensation  by  Bell  and  Magrudie,  so  nearly 
simultaneous  that  it  is  still  a  matter  of  contention  as  to 
which  of  these  two  anatomists  made  the  discovery.  Then 
again  there  is  the  discovery  of  the  pathological  significance 
of  the  white-blood  cells,  which  was  foreshadowed  by  Waller, 
and  is  destined  to  mark  an  era  in  pathology,  owing  to  the 
more  extended  researches  of  Strieker  and  Recklinghausen, 
and  culminating  in  the  clearer  views  of  Conheim,  of  the 
fact  which  these  cells  play  in  the  animal  economy. 

Medical  science  received  a  new  impulse  from  the  discovery 
of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  in  common  with  other 


Address  of  Dr.  T.  F.  Wood.  43 


departments  of  learning,  moved  onward  with  a  renewed 
vigor ;  for  since  that  time  it  has  left  the  false  and  therefore 
unprofitable  field  of  a  so-called  philosophy  which  was  un- 
founded in  the  accurate  knowledge  of  science  ;  and  now  we 
find  that  it  is  moving  slowly  but  surely  forward  to  that 
eminence  which  shall  be  its  destined  habitation. 

Badly  digested  observatiens  served  for  a  while  to  cloud 
the  dawning  era  of  modern  medicine.  New  theories  gave 
birth  to  new  dogmas,  which  in  medicine,  as  in  all  other  de- 
partments of  learning,  proved  to  be  obstacles  to  genuine 
progress.  Ingenious  speculation  took  the  improper  place  of 
that  more  toilsome  and  certain  means  of  knowledge  which 
results  from  actual  observation. 

Take  for  instance  the  doctrines  of  solidism  and  humoral- 
ism  ;  men  were  alternately  advocates  of  the  one  or  the  other, 
and  so  caused  a  very  jargon  of  meaningless  technicalities. 
If  one  wished  to  be  right  he  must  agree  with  the  reigning 
theory.  Organized  action  was  not  harmless,  because  it  op- 
posed a  more  solid  front  to  everything  new  and  incompati- 
ble with  received  systems. 

In  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  centur}^,  driven  to  despair 
by  the  multiplication  of  theories,  and  the  lack  of  knowledge, 
materialism  and  skepticism  took  possession  of  the  medical 
mind.  And  yet  we  are  indebted  to  this  very  century  for 
such  men  as  Haller  and  Morgagni,  Albinus  and  Ruysch, 
w^hose  minds  stooped  to  what  some  stigmatized  as  the  small 
matters  of  elementary  questions,  substituting  reason  and 
experience  as  the  only  safe  guides  in  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge ;  whilst  they  consigned  to  mental  oblivion  those 
contrariant  medical  fables  which  could  not  stand  upon  the 
immovable  basis  of  science. 

The  intellectual  conflict  now  in  active  progress  between 
the  old  and  the  new  schools  of  medicine  would  lead  the 
world  to  believe  that  every  tenet  is  unstable,  and  only  exists 
until  some  new  fangled  doctrine  pushes  it  aside.      After 
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which  we  shall  be  drifted  back  to  that  place  whence  we 
started.  There  are  those  even  in  the  profession  who  think 
with  a  popular  and  candid  medical  author  that  "  No  science 
exemplifies  better  than  medicine  that  waywardness  of  the 
human  mind  which  leads  us  to  despise  its  yesterday's 
idol,  then  gather  up  the  broken  fragments,  and  set  up  its 
regilt  statue  upon  a  new  pedestal  as  a  fit  object  of  adora- 
tion." With  all  this  seeming  fashion  there  is  a  steady 
under-current  of  solid  progression,  which  is  hidden  from  the 
view  of  the  superficial  student,  and  only  reveals  its  real 
worth  to  such  as  are  sufficiently  skilled  to  penetrate  beneath 
the  constantly  changing  currents  of  the  surface. 

The  conflict  between  extremists,  though  most  sincerely  to 
be  deprecated  when  it  degenerates  into  quibbling,  and  worse 
still  into  bitter  personalities,  has  its  uses,  and  is  made  to  pay 
its  tribute  to  the  general  stock  of  knowledge.  To-day  con- 
troversialists are  excited  over  some  method  of  surgical  pro- 
cedure, or  the  advantage  of  this  or  that  modification  of  some 
surgical  instrument,  or  it  may  be  over  some  subtle  and  re- 
fined point  of  medical  speculation,  upon  which  we  will 
always  find  heated  disputants  in  formidable  array,  no  mat- 
ter how  absurd  or  impracticable  the  issue.  But  the  world 
grows  older  in  spite  of  these  episodes,  and  while  valiant 
knights  are  still  fighting  their  windmills,  and  will  perhaps 
be  always  engaged  in  this  profitless  employment,  substantial 
facts  are  being  brought  out  from  seeming  confusion.  The 
times  demand  that  our  pursuits  should  show  some  industrial 
return  as  evidence  of  progress,  and  the  medical  profession 
points  with  pride  to  the  material  results  already  achieved 
and  being  achieved,  and  asks  the  closest  scrutiny  of  the 
student  of  the  history  of  science  to  the  victories  which 
medicine  has  been  so  important  a  factor  in  gaining  for  our 
present  civilization. 

It  is  fresh  in  the  memory  of  every  member  of  the  profes- 
sion here  present,  for  the  smoke  of  the  battle  has  not  yet 


Address  of  Dr.  T.  F.  Wood.  45 


cleared  away,  how  violent  was  the  opposition  and  abuse 
which  met  the  publication  of  the  contributions  of  Dr. 
Hughes  Bennett  and  his  coadjutors  to  clinical  medicine. 
The  older  members  of  the  profession  who  had  been  taught 
that  disease  was  an  entity,  and  an  enemy  to  be  driven  from 
his  stronghold  by  regular  siege  or  starvation,  a  theory  which 
outcrops  here  and  there  even  now,  and  who,  after  they  had 
abandoned  this  theory  maintained  that  inflammation  could 
only  be  combated  by  lessening  the  heart's  action  by  bleed- 
ing, looked  upon  Dr.  Bennett's  views  in  no  other  light  than 
as  rank  h^esy.  He  not  only  opposed  the  traditional  lore 
of  centuries,  but  his  very  acts  were  "  subversive  of  good  order 
and  medical  discipline."  So  the  battle  waxed  warm  and 
the  array  on  both  sides  was  formidable  to  behold.  On  one 
side  stood  the  ponderous  tomes  of  our  respected  and  schol- 
arly progenitors  in  medicine  as  far  back  as  Hippocrates,  nor 
did  they  preserve  grim  silence.  On  the  other  side  stood  the 
well  studied  pathology  and  therapeutics  of  a  new  school  w^ith 
but  a  thin  line  of  warriors  to  do  battle  against  such  fearful 
odds. 

A  distinguished  reviewer  in  a  contribution  to  the  leading 
medical  quarterly  in  this  country  in  1860,  summarily  dis- 
misses Dr.  Bennett's  work  with  the  sneering  remark,  that 
"  He  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  doc- 
trines in  the  United  States  are  eagerly  embraced  by 
empirics,  while  the  regular  profession  repudiates  them  as 
false  and  mischievous." 

A  little  over  twelve  years  have  passed,  and  so  far  from 
beating  a  retreat,  the  scholarly  Scotch  professor  has  not  only 
maintained  what  he  formerly  held,  in  a  more  or  less  modi- 
fied form,  but  has  attracted  to  himself,  by  his  masterly 
teaching,  scores  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  in  Europe  ; 
and  to-day  his  works  are  found  in  many  a  library  where 
formerly  they  were  not  thought  worthy  of  a  place.  Many 
former  opponents  now  recognize  in  his  teachings  the  em- 
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bryonic  state  of  our  modern  rational  medicine.  Many  of 
the  younger  members  of  the  profession,  whose  task  it  was 
in  their  pupilage  to  master  the  learned  systems  contained 
in  the  many  antecedent  treatises,  then  considered  a  neces- 
sary part  of  the  curriculum,  have  accepted  the  change  from 
the  effete  theories  contained.in  their  musty  old  tomes  to  the 
fresher,  more  lucid  and  vivacious  clinical  teachings  of  the 
more  advanced  medical  scholars  with  genuine  good  relish. 
Whatever  may  be  said  respecting  these  new  doctrines,  it 
must  be  a  matter  of  exultation  to  all  to  know  that  medical 
students  have  been  stimulated  by  them  into  a  bolder  and 
more  vigorous  search  after  truth. 

It  would  seem  that  I  have  gone  out  of  my  way  to  convey 
to  your  minds  the  impression  which  this  subject  has  made 
upon  the  younger  members  of  the  profession.  I  have  men- 
tioned Dr.  Bennett  thus  prominently,  not  because  he  was 
the  only  explorer  in  the  new  field,  but  as  one  who  initiated 
this  advance  in  rational  medicine,  he  deserves  to  stand 
out  pre-eminently  in  this  connection.  Since  the  accession 
of  his  works  to  our  medical  literature  rich  contributions 
have  been  made  by  others,  not  one  whit  less  distinguished, 
who  either  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  Edinburgh  profes- 
sor, or  else  stemmed  the  current  of  opposition  abreast  with 
him. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  whole  of  this  revolution  in 
medicine  had  its  beginning  in  the  theorj^^  of  inflammation, 
a  battle  ground  upon  which  have  been  fought  so  many, 
would  that  I  could  say  bloodless,  conflicts. 

It  was  thought  by  a  majority  of  the  profession  that  if 
there  was  one  principle  more  surely  fixed  than  another  in 
the  theor}^  of  medicine,  it  was  the  treatment  of  inflamma- 
tion. This  morbid  process  was  supposed  to  have  been  stu- 
died in  every  aspect.  Diligent  investigators  had  watched 
with  thoughtful  care  each  of  its  varied  and  varying  phe- 
nomena ;  and  it  seemed  that  its  successful  treatment  could 
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be  deduced  with  almost  certainty  from  these  observations, 
and  therefore  it  was  dijfficult  for  these  vievv^s  to  be  changed 
or  even  modified  without  a  struggle. 

Professor  Bennett  considered  it  a  fixed  fact  that  "  inflam- 
mation once  established  cannot  be  cut  short,  and  that  the 
only  end  of  judicious  practice  is  to  conduct  it  to  a  favorable 
termination."  In  support  of  this  theory,  or  as  some  said,  the 
Brunonian  doctrine  in  a  new  dress,  pathological  investiga- 
tions and  the  natural  history  of  disease  being  adduced,  he 
compelled  his  adversaries  to  take  up  the  like  weapons  for 
their  defense. 

Although  these  j'^ears  of  controversy  have  by  no  means 
decided  definitely  the  mystery  of  inflammation  nor  estab- 
lished an  uniform  or  unquestionable  treatment  of  it,  it  has 
done  nearly  an  equivalent  service  by  clearing  up  many 
obscure  points  in  histology.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  renewal 
of  the  discussion  of  inflammation  one  can  hardly  conceive 
the  paucity  of  observations  of  the  inflammatory  new  pro- 
ducts. It  was  thought  entirely  demonstrable  that  the  cells 
lying  packed  together  in  inflamed  tissue  were  formed  out 
of  one  another ;  and  this  view,  as  compared  with  the  older 
theory  of  the  development  of  cells  and  tissue  from  lymph, 
coagulated  blood  and  fibrine,  was  a  little  step  nearer  the 
truth.  But  now  with  the  knowledge  accumulated  from  these 
observations  of  "  the  vital  peculiarities  of  young  cells  and 
their  ameboid  and  locomotor  action,"  we  have  opened  up  to 
our  view  by  means  not  so  much  directed  to  this  end,  as  to 
settle  plans  of  treatment,  "  that  all  young  cells  which  in 
inflammation  we  find  abnormally  in  the  tissue  are  wander- 
ing white  blood  cells,"  which  have  migrated  from  the  blood 
stream  to  serve  some  purpose  in  the  process  of  repair  not 
yet  fully  understood. 

These  and  other  discoveries  in  pathology,  so  fresh  that 
we  can  hardly  as  yet  estimate  their  full  import,  are  the  re- 
sult of  scarcely  twenty  years'  renewed  study  of  this  pro- 
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cesses  and  products  of  inflammation  in  the  living  body,  as 
being  in  contrast  to  a  previous  study  of  it  from  its  symp- 
toms merely,  and  thus  it  has  brought  us  only  to  the  thres- 
hold of  a  richer  storehouse  of  facts. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  habit  with  many  physicians  to 
regard  a  knowledge  of  physiological  and  pathological  his- 
tology in  the  light  of  a  novelty.  In  their  view  it  was  a 
study  which  might  be  taken  up  as  an  intellectual  pastime, 
but  was  not  at  all  essential  as  a  ground  work  of  enlightened 
therapeutics.  On  the  other  hand,  the  students  of  the  minute 
structure  of  the  body,  toiling  day  after  day  in  their  special- 
ty, searching  deeper  and  still  deeper  into  the  mystery  o  f 
cell-life,  have  found  themselves  after  years  of  toil  willing 
advocates  of  the  theory  of  cell-propagation  upon  purely 
physico-chemical  laws,  thus  ignoring  entirely  the  agency 
of  the  i*  irst  Cause  of  all  life.  However  unscientific  it  may 
be  to  attribute  to  the  Great  First  cause  the  mysteries  beyond 
the  reach  of  our  improved  microscopic  appliances,  I  think 
I  may  be  pardoned  the  utterance  of  a  truism  when  I  say 
that  we  may  never  hope  to  lift  the  impenetrable  veil  which 
separates  the  finite  from  the  infinite,  and  fortunately  the 
usefulness  of  medicine  is  not  dependent  upon  the  acquisi- 
tion of  this  inaccessible  territory.  Bearing  these  facts  in 
view,  or  even  at  the  risk  of  overstepping  their  bounds,  his- 
tology must  be  more  assiduously  cultivated  if  we  hope  to 
fathom  the  mysteries  of  healthy  and  morbid  action.  It  is 
true  that  but  few  of  us  can  pursue  these  original  investiga- 
tions properly,  either  because  we  lack  the  necessary  powers 
of  dexterity,  or  else  have  not  sufficient  time  to  devote  to 
these  more  minute  studies.  Yet  no  physician  is  excusable 
who  does  not  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  whatever  that  may 
be,  master  all  that  has  been  tracked  out  for  him  in  these 
intricate  discoveries.  If  we  of  the  profession  were  more 
thoroughly  learned  in  the  minute  structure  and  functions 
of  the  body  in  health  as  well  as  in  disease,  we  would  more 
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surely  avoid  any  contest  with  Nature  in  lier  inimitably 
delicate  processes  of  cure. 

Some  popular  medical  teachers  suppose  that  but  little 
more  is  known  of  the  theory  of  life  in  the  light  of  the 
more  recent  doctrine  of  cellular  pathology  than  was  known 
in  the  days  of  Haller ;  and  in  a  rec&nt  standard  treatise  on 
Physiology  the  distinguished  author  very  briefly  disposes 
of  the  whole  matter  in  a  summary  way.  He  maintains 
that  we  are  no  nearer  a  solution  of  the  mystery  than  we 
were  a  century  ago,  and  wliat  we  hold  now  is  but  a  change 
of  terms,  and  not  an  actual  advancement. 

]n  Germany  and  elsewhere  investigators  are  improving 
the  opportunities  afforded  them  in  opening  up  new  lines  of 
thought  upon  these  abstruse  subjects,  and  whilst  they  are  in 
a  measure  only  treading  in  dark  places,  they  are  gradually 
bringing  to  light  practical  and  substantial  truths  as  a  just 
recompense  for  their  severe  labors. 

Wlien  an  English  investigator  pointed  out  the  increase 
of  white  blood  cells,  and  with  what  tenacity  they  seemed  to 
adhere  to  the  walls  of  capillaries  in  inflammation,  little  did 
he  think  that  in  his  lifetime  the  further  investigation  of 
this  phenomenon  would  lead  to  an  era  in  pathological  his- 
tology. At  this  day  we  know  that  the  microscope  has  re- 
vealed to  some  of  the  more  skilled  observers  the  meaning 
of  this  crowding  and  apparent  adhesion  to  the  blood  ves- 
sels by  the  white  blood  corpuscles  so  beautifully  pictured  by 
Conheim  and  others.  Thus  step  by  step  discussions  com- 
menced v:ithout  any  higher  motive  perhaps  than  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  theory,  or  the  sustentation  of  an  old  one, 
have  eliminated  scores  of  practical  principles,  which  have 
fallen  as  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  dark  places,  accruing  to 
the  advantage  of  all,  except  perhaps  the  wranglers  them- 
selves, or  others  more  tenaciously  devoted  to  mere  theory. 

We  do  not  yet  behold  the  day  when  in  the  science  of  the- 
rapeutics, a  disease  being  given,  its  treatment  may  be  de- 
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duced  as  a  corollar}^,  nor  will  that  day  ever  dawn,  so  long 
as  our  limited  means  of  observation  fall  so  far  short  of  per- 
fection. Disbelief  in  former  therapeutical  teachings  was  a 
legitimate  outgrowth  of  this  revolution  in  pathology,  which 
dates  its  inception  from  the  promulgation  of  Virchow's  cel- 
lular doctrines.  The  most  noticeable  of  these  changes  was 
a  doubt  raised  as  to  the  antiphlogistic  power  of  mercurials. 
In  the  treatment  of  pericarditis  and  pleuritis  mercurials  had 
held  undisputed  pre-eminence  for  generations ;  none  were 
bold  enough  in  that  day  to  face  down  censorious  criticism 
by  failing  to  employ  them  in  inflammations  generally. 

But  a  more  enlightened  pathology  and  physiology  led  to 
further  researches  into  the  action  of  curative  agents,  and  an 
almost  unwarrantable  skepticism  was  the  primary  result  of 
the  reaction.  A  resurvey  was  made  of  the  whole  ground  ; 
its  practical  results  are  fresh  in  the  memories  of  all  of  us. 
Old  favorites  were  put  to  a  severe  test — some  were  rejected 
whilst  others  were  reinstated,  and  a  new  fight  was  begun 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  quelling  this  heresy.  This  was 
not  the  conclusion  of  the  matter,  as  a  new  victory  was 
achieved  by  introducing  new  and  more  rational  views  re- 
specting the  action  of  medicines  than  were  formerly  known. 

Had  medical  art  waited  for  science  to  discover  the  Jesuit's 
bark  as  a  specific  for  malarial  fever,  had  she  paused  ere  vac- 
cination as  a  means  of  proph3daxis  had  been  adopted  for 
something  analagous  to  it,  the  world  would  still  be  cursed 
with  the  unmitigated  ravages  of  paludal  fever  and  small- 
pox. If  medicine  had  tarried  until  the  developments  in 
chemistry,  from  which  so  much  had  been  expected,  should 
have  demonstrated  the  mysteries  of  life  from  the  retort  and 
crucible  in  the  laboratory,  still  greater  darkness  would  now 
surround  it.  Experimental  medicine,  or  whatever  less  dis- 
tasteful name  you  may  apply  to  that  department  of  our  art, 
has  been  the  most  prolific  source. of  the  valuable  remedies 
which  are  now  constantly  used.     Nor  may  we  imagine  that 
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because  we  have  made  such  rapid  advances  in  therapeutic 
learning  we  can  afford  to  neglect  those  means  which  are 
now  within  our  reach.  It  would  indeed  be  a  glorious  day 
if  the  empirical  method  could  be  substituted  by  something 
more  accurate,  but  we  must  for  a  while  be  content  with  the 
laborious  and  uncertain  means  of  primitive  discoveries,  just 
so  long  as  the  collateral  sciences  remain  in  their  present  im- 
perfect state.  To  those  who  have  never  traversed  the  tor- 
tuous paths  with  which  the  history  of  medicine  abounds, 
the  labor  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  the  virtues  of  any 
single  drug  now  in  common  use,  would  not  only  seem  in- 
credible, but  also  the  steps  taken  and  retaken  in  the  search 
would  appear  most  foolish. 

One  of  the  greatest  achievements  in  medical  art  has  been 
the  practical  results  which  have  rigidly  followed  in  the 
adaptation  of  the  means  to  the  end  in  the  single  fact  that 
disease  in  its  several  phases  should  be  accurately  detected. 
It  is  with  increased  confidence  that  the  microscope  and 
stethoscope  and  other  appliances  are  now  in  daily  use.  Even 
the  thermometer  which  once  served  the  somewhat  unimpor- 
tant device  of  marking  the  temperature  of  our  dwel!i:'igs, 
has  been  further  utilized,  by  discovering  to  us  almost  exact 
diagnositic  and  prognostic  indications ;  and  yet  this  know- 
ledge came  to  us  very  quietly,  as  its  advent  was  ushered  in 
with  but  little  parade.  About  a  century  ago  DeHaen 
pointed  out  the  clinical  use  of  the  thermometer  in  detecting 
the  heat  of  the  body ;  this  was  a  more  delicate  as  well  as 
a  more  reliable  means  than  by  the  rough  estimate  with  the 
hand.  It  was  left  to  Prof.  Wunderlich  to  establish  by  half 
a  million  observations  drawn  from  at  least  five  thousand 
patients,  certain  indications  which  not  only  help  us  to  de 
tect  disease  but  also  fortell  results  with  Wonderful  accuracy. 

How  well  the  opponents  of  the  modern  rational  school  of 
medicine  have  held  theft*  ground  in  this  revolution  of 
opinion,  may  be  best  seen  b}^  their  daily  practice.     Wliile 
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some  of  these  very  opponents  still  strive  to  make  a  show  of 
opposition  to  the  new  theories  of  restorative  medicine,  they 
are  every  clay  acknowledging  that  there  is  less  use  for  the 
lancet  and  mercurials  in  combating  inflammation  than 
formerly. 

However  they  may  theorize  in  the  office,  or  how  fondly 
they  may  cling  with  apparent  tenacity  to  earlier  teachings, 
they  yet  carry  to  the  bed  side  of  their  patients  therapeutical 
knowledge  to  which  they  were  strangers  in  their  earlier 
medical  career.  Let  them  assign  whatever  reason  they 
choose  for  this  change,  whether  they  attribute  it  to  "change 
of  type,"  or  the  "epidemic  constitution"  or  as  others  say,  and 
with  much  more  show  of  reason,  a  more  enlightened  patho- 
logy, it  bears  such  unmistakable  evidence  of  sold  advance- 
ment as  to  make  it  a  cause  of  congratulation  to  the  profes- 
sion at  large. 

Since  our  last  meeting  death  has  stricken  down  an  earnest 
laborer  in  our  profession  whose  entire  life  was  devoted  to 
one  single  object,  to-wit,  the  establishment  of  a  more  exact 
method  of  medical  observation,  and  his  work  bears  a  more 
extended  criticism  than  I  have  time  to  give  to  it,  but  it  is 
especially  important  to  us,  because  it  bears  upon  the  me- 
thods now  in  use  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  disease.  Louis 
achieved  a  niche  in  medical  history  scarcely  equalled  by 
any  of  his  predecessors.  Although  he  ap|)eared  on  the  stage 
of  action  when  the  genius  of  Broussais  had  captivated  the 
world  by  his  ingenious  theories,  he  y6t  succeeded  in  turn- 
ing the  tide  of  medical  thought.  To  accomplish  this  end, 
he  relinquished  his  practice  for  six  years  and  devoted  him- 
self entirely  in  La  Pitie  to  the  thorough  investigation  of 
disease.  He  would  not  rest  satisfied  by  merely  elaborating 
theories  in  his  closet  with  which  to  oppose  the  dogmas  of 
Broussais,  but  first  interrogated  Nature,  and  then  came  forth 
doubly  armed.  The  old  numerical  system  was  revived  by 
these  observations  of  Louis.     Whatever  faults  my  be  found 
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in  his  method,  and  they  are  not  few,  however  it  may  have 
disappointed  the  sanguine  hopes  of  its  projector,  medicine 
is  to-day  the  gainer  in  the  establishment  of  a  more  method- 
cal  plan  of  investigation.  We  can  readily  understand  why 
the  numerical  method  was  not  generally  adopted.  The 
course  it  laid  down  was  through  a  difficult  and  laborious 
route;  which  required  not  only  skill  and  energy  and  pa- 
tience, but  also  a  total  divestment  of  preconceived  theories. 
While  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  adoption  of  the  inductive 
method,  the  drudgery  of  such  work  as  the  numerical  method 
involved,  calling  for  a  larger  amount  of  clerical  labor,  was 
avoided,  thus  giving  more  free  rein  to  speculative  philo- 
sophy, always  an  enticing  field.  The  fame  of  Louis  will 
forever  be  associated  with  the  numerical  system,  although  he 
was  not  its  founder,  while  that  of  Trousseau,  more  brilliant, 
as  the  world  admits,  rests  upon  the  inductive  system.  Each 
has  given  to  the  world  marks  of  genius  in  their  many  con- 
tributions to  medical  literature,  and  if  these  opposite  sys- 
tems are  to  be  valued  by  the  success  of  their  results,  it  is  not 
easy  to  determine  to  which  one  we  should  yield  our  allegi- 
ance. Neither  of  these  systems,  however,  should  be  exclu- 
sively accepted,  as  all  minds  are  not  equally  capable  of  em- 
ploying either  one  or  the  other  of  them  at  will  to  the  best 
advantage;  but  the  happy  medium  lies  in  accepting  that 
which  may  be  mcfet  available  in  each  towards  gaining  more 
accurate  knowledge. 

We  may  be  thankful  that  the  general  tendency  of  the 
times  is  towards  the  truth  in  scientific  studies.  Men  are  not 
so  easily  satisfied  now  with  the  highly-colored  pictures  of 
travelers  or  historians  as  to  be  capitivated  by  mere  dramatic 
effect,  nor  will  the  public  mind  be  moulded  by  their  mere 
literary  achievements.  Scientists  and  historians  must  now 
seek  the  naked  truth  as  the  foundation  of  knowledge,  for 
the  age  in  which  we  live  will  accept  nothing  else.  This  is 
the  spirit  which  has  sent  forth  into  the  pestilential  climate  of 
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interior  Africa  the  stout-hearted  Livingston,  Peke  and  Baker 
to  toil  and  imperil  their  lives;  not  to  gratify  a  mere  literar}'' 
curiosity,  but  to  ascertain  geographical  facts  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  mankind,  thus  preparing  the  way  to  give  the  blessing 
of  civilization  to  a  benighted  race.  The  time  is  past  when 
in  the  science  of  medicine  an  investigator  can  hope  to  im- 
pose a  mere  theory  upon  the  profession  by  the  force  of  his 
literary  character,  or  the  cogency  of  his  arguments.  To  be 
heard  now,  one  must  come  forward  with  a  clear  and  explicit 
statement  of  various  processes  b}'  which  he  arrived  at  his 
results,  and  his  theories  will  survive  or  fall,  just  in  propor- 
tion to  the  care  and  skill  which  enter  into  their  composition, 
and  by  their  correspondence  with  truth. 

The  history  of  medicine,  so  pregnant  with  wholesome 
truths,  has  fallen  into  unmerited  neglect.  It  is  a  dry  subject, 
but  should  not  be  neglected  on  this  account;  of  one  thing 
we  may  be  very  sure,  that  the  more  thoroughly  we  explore 
the  intricate  paths  of  the  past  history  of  our  art,  the  more 
certain  we  are  to  avoid  the  reproduction  of  untenable  views, 
long  ago  exj^loded.  There  has  never  been  an  age  when  one 
could  more  profitably  learn  the  valuable  lessons  taught  by 
our  predecessors.  An  unjustifiable  skepticism  is  even  now 
gaining  ground.  We  may  very  well  ask  where  does  the 
fault  rest?  It  is  not  because  the  science  of  medicine  is  not 
progressive.  It  has  been  obscured  by  unt^ertainties  ;  ignor- 
ance has  violently  opposed  it  in  its  career,  still  its  march  has 
been  onward;  not  without  swervings  aside  it  is  true,  yet  it 
is  ever  grasping  new  truths,  which  it  will  hold  forever. 
There  have  been  periods  when  our  science  and  art  have 
lain  dormant,  and  that  perhaps  for  centuries,  but  then  again 
they  have  aroused,  and  putting  on  more  than  their  ancient 
strength,  have  waged  war  .courageously  and  successfully 
against  all  enemies  wdio  would  hinder  them  in  their  acquisi- 
tion of  the  truth.  It  would  not  only  be  ungenerous  but  un- 
wise to  forget  the  difficulties  which  obtained  in  past  ages, 
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and  especially  so  when  we  remember  we  are  recipients  of  the 
advantages  which  have  their  origin  in  those  very  difficulties. 
By  a  study  of  the  past  history  of  our  art,  ^e  wide  field 
would  be  resurveyed,  and  the  seed  centuries  ago  planted  in 
that  sterile  soil  would  germinate  under  the  influence  of  a 
more  enlightened  cultivation,  and  would  spring  into  life  un- 
der the  genial  warmth  of  a  new  and  better  culture.  The 
ver}^  luxury  of  these  progressive  times,  our  easy  access  to  a 
wealth  of  literature  so  readily  obtained,  increases  the  risk 
of  our  becoming  less  diligent  in  study.  The  most  diligent 
laborers  in  the  history  of  medicine  and  art  have  been  those 
who  have  received  their  stimulus  by  the  discovery  of  some 
one  important  fact.  Every  one  knows  what  a  strong  temp- 
tation it  is  to  pass  over  the  drudgery  of  careful  observations 
and  diligent  study  for  ourselves,  and  to  devour  with  avidity 
the  digested  facts  and  generalizations  so  temptingly  served 
out  to  us  by  master  hands.  What  though  we  grope  in  dark- 
ness, if  we  do  but  gain  one  truth!  What,  though  our  origi- 
nal investigations  draw  down  upon  us  the  mockery  of  the 
hypercritical,  who  are  so  fettered  to  their  one  idea  that  they 
are  positively  afraid  to  get  out  of  sight  of  it !  What,  though 
we  have  many  times  been  compelled  to  retrace  those  steps 
which  bade  fair  to  lead  us  to  some  important  fact,  if  the  re- 
ward which  it  brings  us  be  but  worth  all  the  toil  and  anxie- 
ty and  derision  which  accompanies  it,  and  which  does  but 
push  us  forward  in  our  pursuit  of  knowledge. 

I  see  before  me  many  of  the  faithful  patriarchs  in  medi- 
cine, who  make  their  annual  pilgrimage  to  this  shrine  of 
their  devotion.  Men  whose  moral  and  intellectual  influence 
is  potent  for  good  upon  the  communities  in  which  they  live; 
whose  professional  lives  have  been  spent  in  study  and  ob- 
servation ;  and  yet  strange  to  say,  they  come  to  us  year  by 
year  empty  handed,  though  not  empty  headed.  It  should 
be  remembered  by  them  that  it  is  their  unwritten  experi- 
ence of  which  the  younger  men  of   the  profession  are   in 
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search.  It  is  the  exchange  of  an  actual  and  personal  ex- 
perience, however  humble  it  may  seem  to  them;  it  is  this  clash 
of  opposite  opinions  which  gives  new  ideas  and  imparts 
fresh  vigor  to  new  thoughts.  This  is  what  we  need,  and  it 
may  not  be  hoped  that  this  Society  can  attain  its  full 
strength  until  each  member  shall  do  what  he  can  to  this  end. 
It  was  this  necessity  for  concerted  action,  this  eagerness  for 
the  closest  interchange  of  scientific  thought,  which  gave 
birth  in  the  middle  of  the  17th  century  to  the  British  Royal 
Society,  a  Society  whose  influence  has  made  itself  felt  upon 
our  modern  civilization.  It  was  a  like  necessity  which  gave 
birth  to  this  Society  nearly  a  cj[uarter  of  a  century  ago,  and 
which  must  still  animate  it,  if  we  expect  it  to  flourish.  Let 
there  be  no  fitful  workers,  but  let  us  be  active  and  diligent 
in  observation  and  study,  that  each  one  may  come  here  wdth 
his  annual  offering  in  the  cause  of  medical  truth.  Let  us 
not  throw  the  whole  brunt  of  the  work  upon  any  one  man  in 
the  interval  of  our  annual  assemblings,  but  when  we  shall 
separate,  let  us  return  to  our  homes  with  a  renewed  deter- 
mination that  some  portion  of  all  we  glean  in  the  harvest 
of  our  experience,  shall  be  religiously  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  Society. 

As  I  have  used  the  term  rational  medicine  previously,  and 
that  the  expression  may  not  be  vague,  allow  me  to  give  it  to 
you  in  the  words  of  another:  "Rational  medicine  is  that 
which  has  its  foundation  laid  in  a  recognition  of  Nature's  re- 
sources in  disease  as  well  as  in  health ;  which  feels  that  its 
object  is  science,  not  mystery;  which,  for  its  advancement, 
has  recourse  to  philosophical  appliances  and  methods  of 
investigations,  which  acknowledges  no  means  but  such  as 
are  adequate  to  the  end;  which  holds  hypothesis  upon 
uncertain  tenure,  ready  to  relinquish  them  as  fresh,  com- 
pelling facts  flow  in ;  and  which,  eminently  eclectic^ 
avails  itself  of  what  is  good  in  all  systems,  and  is  yet,  slave 
to  none ! " 

If  we  would  ever  hope  for  the  triumph  of  rational  medi- 
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cine,  we  must  do  our  part  towards  disseminating  the 
elementary  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  phj'siology  in  our 
common  schools,  so  that  these  sciences  shall  form  an  impor- 
tant branch  in  the  education  of  the  rising  generation. 
While  the  world  is  learning  more  and  more  of  astronomy 
and  chemistry  and  technical  science,  while  crow^ds  of  people 
patiently  listen  to  the  wonders  of  the  spectroscope,  while 
popular  magazines  find  careful  readers  of  many  abstruse 
scientific  subjects,  few  are  found  who  desire  to  learn  aught 
of  their  own  bodies  which  are  so  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made. 

Then  let  the  weight  of  our  individual  influence  be  felt  in 
furthering  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  in  our  educational 
system.  This  is  a  field  which  promises  a  rich  harvest.  By 
some  such  well  digested  plan  we  may  most  successfully 
combat  the  fearful  growth  of  charlatanry  which  gains  new 
vigor  every  day  andby  means  of  the  press  is  scattered  broad- 
cast throughout  the  land.  Mere  tirade  and  violent  denuncia- 
tion against  pretenders  and  their  false  systems  can  avail  but 
little  ;  the  mass  of  the  people,  through  ignorance  of  the  sub- 
jects discussed,  cannot  necessarily  sympathise  with  the  great 
principles  which  move  us,  nor  will  they  ever  be  able  to  do  so 
until  there  be  a  radical  reform  in  our  educational  system. 

We  had  better  let  cjuacks,  together  with  their  falsehoods 
and  nostrums,  die  a  natural  death.  We  must  make  the  press 
our  ally  through  the  medium  of  popular  medical  education, 
and  by  that  means  alone  can  we  ever  hope  to  see  the  State 
recognize  its  bounden  duty  in  this  regard. 

AVithin  the  borders  of  North  Carolina  there  is  a  medical 
college  chartered  and  invested  with  full  powers  to  confer 
degrees,  all  the  chairs  being  filled  by  one  professor,  and  that 
professor,  in  addition  to  his  ordinary  college  duties,  finding 
time  to  pursue  a  laborious  practice  through  a  sparsely  set- 
tled country !  The  same  legislative  body  which  created  this 
iniquitous  machine  for  the  speedy  manufacture  of  doctors, 
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solemnly  and  passionately  discussed  the  propriety  of  emas- 
culating the  bill  creating  the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners, 
which  Avas  grudingly  enacted,  and  has  invariably,  under 
the  old  as  well  as  the  new  regime,  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  every 
proposal  emanating  from  this  body,  looking  to  the  health 
of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth. 

In  no  instance  could  our  prayers  to  the  Legislature  be 
misunderstood.  Nor  can  that  body  justify  itself  by  raising 
the  hackneyed  objection  of  class  legislation  ;  but  it  may  be 
an  assurance  to  us  that  we  are  not  to  look  to  such  a  source 
for  the  furtherance  of  any  humane  plans  originating  in  this 
body.  No,  gentlemen,  the  remed}''  for  our  grievances  and 
the  only  hope  for  professional  advancement  rests  with  us. 
If  there  is  to  be  any  progress  in  public  hygiene  it  must 
come  through  this  Society,  as  the  only  Society  which  has 
the  least  legal  sanction,  and  through  the  silent  workings  of 
each  individual  member  of  the  profession  in  his  daily  round 
of  practice. 

But  as  a  body  to  produce  healthy  action  must  itself  be 
healthy  and  vigorous,  so  must  it  be  with  this  Society.  Let 
us  ask  ourselves  then  how  stands  the  case  with  us.  Are 
there  no  flagrant  violations  of  that  sacred  compact  which 
we  recognize  as  our  law,  by  which  we  are  bound,  and  upon 
which  our  very  professional  life  depends  ?  Do  we  never 
break  the  letter  and  spirit  of  that  law  which  specifically 
says  that  "  those  admitted  to  our  ranks  should  found  their 
expectations  of  practice  upon  the  extent  of  their  qualifica- 
tions, not  on  intrigue  and  artifice  ?  "  Are  there  never  any 
"  hints  or  insinuations  thrown  out "  by  which  we  "  impair 
the  confidence  imposed"  in  our  brother?  Is  there  "no 
rivalship  and  jealousy  indulged  in  "  when  the  chance  of 
gain  at  the  expense  of  the  reputation  of  another,  seems 
within  our  grasp?  Do  we  at  all  times  "  exert  our  best  abil- 
ities to  maintain  the  dignity  and  honor  "  of  our  profession, 
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"  to  exalt  its  standing  and  <  xtend  the  benefits  of  its  useful- 
ness?" 

"While  we  may  behold  with  just  pride  the  scientific  pro- 
gress which  the  profession  has  made,  very  frequently  in  ad- 
vance of  many  others  in  the  benefits  which  accrue  to  our 
race,  the  lamentable  spectacle  of  a  lax  moral  standing  in 
our  intercourse  with  each  other  and  the  communities  in 
which  we  live,  has  gained  ground  to  an  alarming  extent. 
Not  that  there  are  not  many  good  men  in  our  ranks  who  are 
devoted  to  the  noble  cause  they  have  espoused,  and  who 
adhere  most  tenacioush^  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  writ- 
ten code,  and  to  that  higher  unwritten  law  which  is  found 
in  the  instincts  of  every  gentleman — not  that  the  prospect 
of  speedy  wealth  has  allured  all  away  from  their  allegiance 
to  the  old  landmarks,  but  that  the  blemish  of  the  few,  who 
are  in  the  same  breath  willing  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
sacred  obligations  of  their  office,  only  to  enable  them  the 
better  to  practice  wrongs  upon  the  community,  securely 
shielding  themselves  under  the  cloak  of  our  time-honored 
and  ancient  brotherhood.  It  is  to  this  small  class  of  men 
to  whom  we  owe  the  inroads  of  arrogant  charlatanry.  Let 
us  no  longer  deal  in  moral  but  meaningless  platitudes  which 
so  dull  the  ear  that  they  are  irksome  to  the  listener,  but  let 
us  carry  to  our  homes  a  more  lively  sense  of  our  solemn  and 
individual  obligations.  When  a  nation  drifts  away  from  its 
written  constitution,  or  when  it  disregards  the  minds  of  the 
authors  who  constructed  it,  then  may  we  surely  predict  for 
it  a  disgraceful  fall.  No  less  a  calamity  can  befall  this  So- 
ciety when  its  code  becomes  inoperative. 

What  a  multitude  of  cares  accompanied  our  earliest 
medical  honors,  and  how  heavily  they  have  borne  upon  us 
in  our  subsequent  career,  is  not  for  the  world  to  know.  Dis- 
appointed ambition  has  forever  smothered  youthful  aspira- 
tions. A  relentless  poverty  has  dulled  if  not  blighted  many 
a  brilliant  mind  which  struggled  to  achieve  great  victories 
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in  tlie  onward  march  towards  truth,  while  death  has  re- 
moved from  the  conflict  many  and  many  a  man  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  an  ornament  to  our  profession.  And 
yet  this  is  the  experience  in  every  earthly  avocation.  None 
but  physicians  can  understand  the  interminable  conflict 
which  subsists  with  error  and  prejudice  and  superstition  ; 
none  others  can  know  how  poor  a  recompense  we  receive 
for  long  years  of  eventful  professional  toils.  Even  this  bur- 
den is  sufficient  to  crush  the  most  stalwart  heart ;  but  when 
we  remember  that  the  ever-conscious  responsibility  of  hu- 
man lives  rests  not  merel}''  in  our  hands  but  upon  our  souls, 
we  cease  to  wonder  that  so  many  are  the  victims  of  a  pre- 
mature old  age.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  a  degree  of  sat- 
isfaction in  our  trying  duties  if  we  have  wisely  chosen  our 
profession. 

Let  us  remember  "  that  medical  science  is  not  merely  a 
part  of  natural  history ;  it  is  not  a  mere  field  for  curious 
investigation,  an  arena  for  the  sharpening  of  men's  wits  by 
ingenious  theories  and  elaborate  discussions  ;  it  has  a  mo- 
mentous responsibility,  an  important  practical  aim,  that 
aim  being  in  all  circumstances  to  alleviate  suffering 
and  lighten  and  support  life.  Its  grand  problem  therefore 
is  to  search  out  humanity  in  all  its  aspects  and  to  adapt  all 
remedies  as  simply  as  possible  to  the  doing  of  good." 

We  may  not  be  inflated  by  reason  of  the  past  and  present 
triumphs  of  our  profession,  great  as  they  may  be.  We  should 
the  rather  consider  that  but  little  has  been  done  in  com- 
parison with  what  yet  remains  to  be  accomplished.  To 
speak  figuratively,  w^e  stand  upon  the  shores  of  a  boundless 
sea,  across  whose  broad  expanse  we  look  in  vain  for  a  place 
for  the  sole  of  our  feet,  but  then  we  may  honestly  work 
where  we  are  in  the  service  of  mankind. 

Medicine  founded  in  the  necessities  of  the  diseased  hu- 
man family,  indorsed  by  the  impartial  trial  of  centuries, 
sustained  and  advanced  by  laborious '  study,  with  all  its 
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faults  and  imperfections,  must  surely  attain  to  other  and 
greater  victories,  until  it  shall  come  to  its  grand  and  final 
triumph. 


[APPENDIX  C] 
RETROVERSION. 


BY   R.    L.    PAYNE,    M.    D.,    DAVIDSON   COUNTY,    N.    C. 


Retroversion  of  the  womb  is  more  often  met  with  in  wo- 
men who  have  borne  children  than  any  of  the  other  ver- 
sions, but  occurs  less  frequently  than  antiversion  in  nuli- 
parse  and  virgins,  and  is  not  so  often  found  in  women  who 
have  borne  no  children  as  it  is  in  those  who  have  given  birth 
to  one  or  more.  I  wish  to  call  the"  attention  of  the  Society 
to  two  cases  of  this  displacement  which  came  under  my 
care,  the  subjects  being  both  women  who  had  borne  no 
children. 

The  first  was  a  case  of  recent  or  sudden  retroversion  in  a 
single  woman,  and  was  caused  by  a  severe  concussion,  con- 
sequent upon  a  fall.  In  this  case  complete  retention  of 
urine  and  a  very  painful  distention  of  the  bladder  were 
the  immediate  results  of  the  displacement. 

On  a  Saturday  night,  at  an  old-fashioned  quilting  frolic, 
a  party  of  young  persons  were  enjoying  themselves  some- 
what promiscuously  in  singing,  dancing,  playing,  drinking, 
etc.,  etc.  One  of  the  young  men  being  slightly  "  in  wine," 
and  feeling  the  inherent,  and  until  then,  undeveloped 
strength  of  a  young  Hercules,  or  a  second  Samson,  caught 
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up  one  of  the  young  damsels  in  his  arms,  and  dancing 
around  the  room — like  a  blind  rooster  in  a  cockpit — sud- 
denl}^  let  her  go,  supposing  that  she  would  alight  upon  her 
feet ;  but  in  this  he  was  mistaken,  for  she  came  down  with 
great  force  and  plump  upon  her  nates,  much  to  her  own  dis- 
tress and  his  confusion. 

She  was  immediately  seized  with  acute  pain,  low  down  in 
the  pelvis,  so  acute  indeed  that  she  could  not  arise  from  the 
floor  for  some  time,  and  then  not  without  assistance.  She 
was  taken  up  and  put  to  bed,  where  I  found  her  when  sum- 
moned late  the  next  evening,  just  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  accident.  When  I  arrived  she  was  still  in  an  agony  of 
pain,  terresmic  in  character ;  she  complained  of  the  most 
urgent  desire  to  urinate,  and  stated  that  she  had  not  passed 
one  drop  of  water  since  the  fall. 

Upon  examination,  I  found  the  ostincse  under  the  sym- 
physis pubis,  pressing  upon  the  urethra,  and  the  fundus 
lying  in  the  cul-de-sac  of  Douglass — in  truth,  the  whole 
pelvis  was  filled  entirely  with  the  displaced  organ  and  dis- 
tended bladder,  so  that  I  could  not  introduce  the  finger  to 
any  distance.  I  could  not  find  the  urinary  meatus  by  the 
touch,  and  failed,  most  signally,  in  every  effort  to  introduce 
the  catheter  until  the  parts  were  exposed  to  the  eye,  and 
even  then  I  could  not  see  the  meatus ;  but  after  repeated 
trials  the  catheter  at  length  entered  the  meatus,  up  under 
the  symphysis,  and  a  quart  and  a  half  of  water  was  drawn 
off,  greatly  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferer.  After  which  the 
the  womb  was  returned  to  its  place  without  difficulty,  and 
she  was  advised  to  keep  the  bladder  well  emptied  and  lie 
upon  her  abdomen  for  a  week  or  two,  since  which  time  she 
has  had  no  further  trouble. 

The  second  case  was  one  of  long  standing,  in  a  married 
woman,  who  had  borne  no  children,  had  never  been  preg- 
nant, and  whose  sterility  was  doubtless  caused  by  the  retro- 
version.    A  young  man  brought  his  wife  to  me  and  stated 
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that  the}'-  had  been  married  six  years,  had  no  children,  and 
did  not  hesitate  to  express  great  anxiety  upon  the  subject. 
Who  can  blame  them  for  being  thus  solicitous  upon  this 
subject,  since  no  man  ever  yet  lived  so  entirely  unselfish  as 
not  to  desire  to  leave  some  "  footprints  in  the  sands  of  time," 
some  impression  of  himself,  even  though  it  be  but  a  "  cell 
impression,"  and  no  woman  lives  who  does  not  aspire  to  be 
like  "  a  fruitful  vine  by  the  side  "  of  some  man's  house.  It 
is  a  longing  natural  to  the  human  heart,  and  although  I 
have  not  the  most  unbounded  faith  in  the  science  of  phre- 
nology, yet  I  think  the  bump  or  faculty  of  philoprogeni- 
tiveness  is  very  generally  well  developed,  and  I  believe  the 
desire  to  have  children,  "like  olive  plants  round  about  our 
tables,"  almost  universal.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  her 
sterility,  since  her  general  health  and  appearance  were  both 
good,  but  upon  examining  her  per  vagina  I  found  the 
uterus  congested,  hypertrophied,  and  retroverted  in  the 
third  degree.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  reducing  this  dis- 
placement, and  could  not  until  I  placed  the  patient  upon  a 
table  with  knees  drawn  up  and  sturuum  lowered  to  the  same 
place  with  the  knees.  In  which  position  I  succeeded,  and 
retained  the  womb  "  in  situ"  by  one  of  the  ring  pessaries  of 
Prof.  Meigs.  Three  weeks  after  this  she  had  her  catemenial 
flow,  and  at  the  next  regular  time  a  suppression  occurred, 
followed  by  the  other  symptoms  of  pregnancy.  She  was 
lively,  contented,  happy  and  expectant,  and  the  gestation 
progressed  most  favorably  until  about  the  fourth  month, 
when  a  cold  season  set  in  with  rain  and  sleet.  My  patient 
slipped  and  fell  heavily  upon  the  frozen  ground,  pain  and 
hemorrhage  were  induced,  the  pessary  was  removed,  and 
she  aborted.  After  the  -immediate  effects  of  the  abortion 
had  been  recovered  from,  she  was  brought  back  to  me  and 
the  womb  found  again  displaced.  It  was  reduced  and  sup- 
ported as  before  mentioned,  tonics  and  stimulants  were  ad- 
ministered internally,  and  in  a  short  while  she  conceived 
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again,  and  in  due  time  was  delivered  of  a  fine  boy,  since 
which  event  she  has  been  in  all  respects  well. 


[APPENDIX  D.] 

A    CASE   OF   EXTRA    UTERINE    PREGNANCY    OF 
SIXTEEN  YEARS'  STANDING. 


BY   R.    F.   LEWIS,   M.    D.,   LUMBERTON,   N.   C, 


Mrs.  Lamb,  aged  43  years,  the  mother  of  several  children, 
consulted  me  in  January,  1872,  in  regard  to  an  enlarged 
condition  of  the  abdomen.  Said  she  had  been  treated  for 
some  time  for  dropsy,  without  any  relief.  I  found  the  ab- 
domen very  much  distended  with  some  fluid,  and  told  her 
she  could  only  find  relief  in  having  it  drawn  off;  this  she 
consented  to  have  done  at  her  house.  In  a  few  days  I  was 
sent  for,  and  performed  the  operation  of  paracentisis  abdomi- 
nis. Upon  the  withdrawing  of  the  trochar,  a  fluid  more  re- 
sembling pus  than  anything  else  followed  it,  and  several 
hairs  of  different  length  passed  through  the  canula,  giving 
me  grounds  for  a  diagnosis,  and  the  members  of  her  family, 
who  were  present,  no  little  astonishment.  About  ten  quarts 
of  this  fluid  was  drawn  off.  About  four  weeks  afterwards  I 
was  called  up  to  perform  the  same  operation,  which  I  did, 
with  a  like  result.  When  the  canula  was  withdrawn  a 
considerable  bunch  of  hair  was  left  in  the  opening  made  by 
the  instrument,  which  I  easily  removed. 

In  a  few  weeks  I  again  operated,  drawing  off  the  usual 
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amount  of  fluid,  and  another  tuft  of  hair  remaning  in  the 
opening,  which  I  could  not  pull  away  as  before.  I  inserted 
a  probe-pointed  bistoury  and  made  incision  after  incision? 
until  the  opening  was  nearly  three  inches  in  length  ;  then 
I  removed  three  rolls  of  hair,  which  when  washed  and  thor- 
ouhgly  dried,  weighed  a  fraction  over  four  ounces.  Some  of 
the  hairs  was  as  much  as  six  and  eight  inches  long.  Upon 
inserting  my  fingers  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  I  found  a 
comj)letly  formed  child,  very  small,  but  in  a  perfect  state  of 
perservation,  the  scalp  perfectly  clear  of  hair.  The  husband 
objected  to  the  child's  being  removed,  and  after  completely 
emptying  the  abdomen  of  a  very  thick  fluid,  too  thick  to 
pass  through  the  largest  canula,  I  brought  the  edges  of  the 
womb  together  w^ith  sutures,  and  union  soon  took  place. 
The  hair  seems  to  have  caused  the  secretion,  and  since  its 
removal  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  use  the  trochar 
again.  I  learned  this  history  of  her  case :  sixteen  years  be- 
fore, she  became  pregnant,  and  in  the  usual  time  gave  birth 
to  a  child.  Soon  afterwards  she  discovered  a  lump  in  her 
right  side  about  the  size  of  a  quart  cup;  this  remained  with- 
out increasing  or  diminishing  in  size  until  about  six 
months  before  I  saw  her;  she  was  sitting  by  the  fire,  and  for 
some  purpose  jumped  up  hurriedly,  when  she  heard  some- 
thing tear  in  her  side.  Soon  she  discovered  that  the  lump 
was  gone,  and  in  a  few  weeks  noticed  that  her  abdomen  was 
increasing  in  size.  During  this  time  she  gave  birth  to  four 
or  five  children,  boys  and  girls. 
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[APPENDIX  E.] 

BY    H.    O.    HYATT,    M.    D.,    KINSTON,    N.    «' 


Gentlemen:  Considering  it  the  duty  of  each  one  of  us  to 
contribute  our  quota  at  each  annual  meeting,  I  will  present 
you  with  four  unusual  cases  which  have  occurred  in  my 
practice  since  we  last  met.  Although  there  is  notliing  really 
extraordinary  in  any  of  them  and  no  new  physiological  or 
pathological  law  may  be  deduced  from  their  consideration, 
nevertheless  one  or  more  of  them  may  cause  some  of  you 
to  think;  and  if  like  eases  should  fall  into  your  hands  you 
may  be  enabled  sooner  than  I  was  to  arrive  at  a  correct 
diagnosis,  especially  if  you  see  cases  like  the  la<t  two  I  am 
about  to  detail. 

PLACENTA    PREVIA. 

September  10th,  1872,  was  called  to  see  D.  Iv.,  (colored) 
who  had  been  in  labor  for "  four  hours  before  1  was  sent  for. 
I  found  the  woman  having  very  severe  expulsive  pains,  the 
placenta  entirely  delivered  and  hanging  by  the  cord.  The 
midwife  says  the  placenta  was  expelled  within  an  hour  and 
a  half  after  the  first  labor  pain.  There  had  been  very  little 
hemorrhage. 

I  cut  the  cord  to  get  clear  of  the  placenta,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  make  an  examination.  The  os  wa^^  hilly  dilated 
and  the  child  presenting  by  the  right  shoulder  ;  the  hand 
was  easily  introduced  ;  the  feet  grasped  and  by  external 
manipulation  and  considerable  traction,  version  was  per- 
formed and  the  child  delivered. 

The  woman  recovered  without  a  single  bad  symptom. 
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FIBROUS    POLYPUS    OF    UTERUS    COMPLICATING    LABOR. 

February  l.'th,  10  o'clock,  P.  M.,  was  called  to  see  the. 
wife  of  G.  U.,  (colored)  who  had  been  in  labor  thirty-six 
hours.  The  patient  was  a  stout,  well-developed  negress  and 
mother  of  tw(>lve  children.  All  her  previous  labors  had 
been  very  easy. 

Making  ;ni  examination  I  found  a  hard,  fibrous  feeling 
body,  about  tlie  size  of  a  lemon,  proti:uding  from  the  upper 
portion  of  the  vagina.  I  was  at  first  at  a  loss  to  find  the  os, 
but  on  passing  my  forefinger  under  the  base  of  the  tumor, 
I  found  it  flabby  and  open  enough  to  amid  most  of  my  hand. 
The  extreme  upper  portion  of  the  os  was  on  a  level  with  the 
labia  majors,  and  the  lowest  Itorder  of  the  os  was  not  more 
than  an  inch  within  the  vagina.  The  hand  passed  with  all 
ease  between  the  vaginal  wall  and  lower  portion  of  the 
uterus.  The  diagnosis  of  fibrous  polypus,  involving  the 
whole  of  tlif  .'interior  hip  of  the  os,  was  easily  made  out. 

I  saw  at  njiceithe  cause  of  the  difficulty.  The  polypus 
was  binding  and  holding  together  the  whole  of  the  anterior 
uterine  li[».  wliich  ])revente<l  it  from  dilating.  As  the  labor 
had  advautfd  the  maternal  soft  parts  had  become  softened 
and  yielding.  The  woman  had  been  lying  on  her  back 
during  tlu'  wbule  time  she  had  been  in  labor,  and  it  is  not 
unreasonable  -to  suppose  that  the  weight  of  the  uterus 
and  content.-,  together  with  the  severe  contraction  of  the 
muscles  of  the  abdomen,  were  sufficient  to  produce  the 
prolapse. 

At  thi.s  .<tagt;  of  tlie  labor  I  was  foolishly  afraid  to  excise 
the  tumor  on  account  of  the  hemorrhage  which  I  was 
afraid  miglil  take  place  from  its  base.  I  say  foolishly  afraid, 
becau.se  if  1  bad  rea.soned  correctly  I  would  liave  known,  as 
the  after  ii-eatment  of  the  case  demonstrated,  that  as  soon 
as  the  tumor  was  excised  and  tlie  os  liberated,  that  it  would 
immedicitely  dilate,  and  as  a  matter  of  cour.se  the  tliinning 
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and  stretching  of  the  uterine  orifice  would  be  sufficient  to 
close  up  the  mouth  of  any  vessel  that  might  be  divided. 
.  Instead  of  acting  wisely  I  gave  her  ergotine,  hoping,  with 
its  assistance,  to  be  able  to  deliver  her,  and  leaving  the  poly- 
pus to  be  removed  at  some  future  time.  I  remained  with 
her  four  hours.  The  ergotine  caused  severe  uterine  contrac- 
tions but  did  not  advance  the  head  at  all. 

By  this  time  I  was  convinced  that  an  operation  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  a.cting  upon  this  conviction  I  gave  her 
half  a  grain  of  morphine,  and  left  to  return  in  the  morning 
prepared  to  operate. 

Keturned  at  9  o'clock  and  found  everything  just  as  I  left 
it.  She  had  very  little  pain  during  my  absence.  The  labia 
were  held  apart  by  an  assistant,  the  tumor  grasped  by  the 
left  hand,  and  the  pedical  divided  by  a  pair  of  Liston's  bone 
forceps.  There  was  very  little  hemorrhage,  although  the 
pedical  contained  some  large  vessels.  The  os  uteri  imme- 
diately receded  to  its  proper  j^lace  within  the  pelvis,  and  in 
less  than  five  minutes  she  was  delivered  of  a  good  sized  girl 
child,  and  in  about  an  hour  she  was  delivered  of  a  boy.  The 
children  were  contained  in  separate  bags  of  water ;  the  pla- 
centae were  joined  together  at  the  edges.  Both  children 
presented  by  the  head.  This  is  the  first  time  the  woman 
ever  had  twins.  I  have  not  seen  the  woman  since  but  am 
told  that  she  and  the  children  have  done  finely. 

Muscular  cramps,  produced  by  piles.  S.  W.,  (colored)  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  aged  forty  years,  came  to  my  office  com- 
plaining of  pains  and  cramps  in  his  right  thigh.  A 
thorough  examination  revealed  no  local  cause  to  account 
for  his  trouble.  Thinking  his  trouble  trivial,  1  prescribed 
some  volatile  linament  to  rub  his  thigh  with,  and  dismissed 
him. 

On  the  following  day  was  called  to  see  him  and  found 
him  suff'ering  most  excruciating  pains  in  the  quadriceps  ex- 
tensor femoris.     On  attempting  to  walk  the  muscle  was  so 
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much  contracted  that  he  was  unable  to  put  his  foot  to  the 
ground.  Injected  under  the  skin  of  his  thigh  half  a  grain 
of  morphine,  which  relieved  his  pains  in  a  short  time. 

Another  very  thorough  examination  revealed  nothing. 
Suspecting  some  excentric  irritation  was  the  cause  of  his 
cramps,  set  myself  to  work  to  find  out  what  it  was.  Upon 
questioning  him,  I  found  out  that  he  was  occasionally 
troubled  with  piles,  and  was  liable  at  various  times  to  these 
cramps.  After  suggesting  it  to  him  he  stated  every  time 
his  piles  troubled  him  he  had  these  muscular  cramps,  and 
at  this  time  they  were  bothering  him  very  much. 

He  soon  got  better  of  his  piles  and  at  the  same  time  well 
of  his  cramps. 

FUNCTIONAL    DERANGEMENT    OP    THE    REPRODUCTIVE  ORGANS. 

J.  A.  M.,  a  tobacconist  and  confectioner,  twenty-six  years 
old,  and  a  man  of  very  moral  and  abstemious  habits,  con- 
sulted me  on  account  of  drawing  pains  in  the  loins  and 
lateral  portion  of  the  abdomen.  He  says  that  during  the 
day,  and  while  he  is  standing  or  sitting  up  the  pains  do 
not  trouble  him,  but  as  soon  as  he  lies  down  they  will 
not  allow  him  to  sleep.  The  pains  disappear  as  soon  as 
he  resumes  an  erect  position  and  do  not  return  until 
he  again  lies  down.  His  apetite  is  good,  bowels  regular, 
pulse  regular  and  normal.  Neither  during  standing 
nor  lying  down  is  there  the  least  sign  of  cerebral  hype- 
rsemia.  Abdominal  organs  present  no  visible  sign  of  disease. 
Heart  and  lungs  are  in  a  healthy  state.  There  is  no  tender- 
ness along  the  spine ;  indeed  he  does  not  present  the  least 
sign  of  disease,  except  that  soon  in  the  morning  the  muscles 
of  the  back  and  left  lateral  portion  of  the  abdomen  are  a 
little  tender  on  pressure. 

Told  him  that  as  yet  I  could  not  make  out  his  case,  and  at 
the  same  time  suggested  a  blister  over  the  seat  of  pain.     On 
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the  first  night  after  he  came  to  mc  I  gave  him  about  100  gr>. 
bromide  potash.  He  reports  that  it  did  liim  no  good.  IL- 
thinks  the  bhster  did  him  some  good,  though  not  much. 
Next  night  I  gave  liim  70  grains  of  chloral.  He  derived 
no  more,  benefit  from  this  than  from  the  bromide.  I  then 
gave  him  morphine  at  night,  and  for  one  or  two  nights  hf 
he  got  some  sleep,  perhaps  three  or  four  hours. 

Tlie  case  still  i)uzzled  me,  so  I  had  him  to  go  over  to  my 
office;  after  subjecting  him  again  to  examination  and  find- 
ing no  cause  for  his  trouble,  I  asked  him  coiicerning  his  sexunl 
organs.  I  may  as  well  here  state  that  the  young  man  con- 
sulted me  hxst  summer  for  a  gradual  swelling  of  the  epidi- 
dymis, which  I  attributed  to  a  filling  up  of  the  seminul 
tubules  with  semen. 

I  directed  liim  to  wear  a  su.spcnsary  bandage  and  paint 
the  scrotum  with  iodine,  and  advised  marriage.  He  used 
the  bandage  and  painted  with  the  iodine,  but  it  was  of  U" 
avail;  finally  an  abcess  formed  wdiich  1  opened  and  let  out 
about  a  drachm  of  pus  and  semen,  the  result  was  a  fistubi 
from  wliich  semen  has  been  oozing  ever  since. 

At  the  time  of  the  second  examination  the  i)ains  had 
seated  themselves  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomin;il 
walls.  He  states  that  the  only  tJung  out  of  the  way  with 
his  sexual  apparatus  is  that  for  a  long  time  he  has  not  had 
an  emission  during  sleep.  This  is  the  only  way  the  youn;: 
man  ever  gets  clear  of  his  semenal  fluid.  I  then  conclud(  d 
that  the  overcharged  and  distended  condition  of  the  vcs- 
icultc  was  tlie  ^Jons  et  origo  inaUy  He  now  sleeps  in  ;i 
rocking  chair,  and  as  long  as  he  remains  in  a  semi-erc<-t 
position  is  enabled  to  get  a  few  hours'  sleep.  At  last  the  loi  ii: 
wished-for  seminal  emission  took  place,  and  for  eight  or  ten 
nights  he  slept  as  calmly  and  as  peacefully  as  a  babe,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  vesicuUe  had  had  time  to  become  again 
over  distended,  and  he  began  again  to  be  troubled  with  th.. 
pains  and  has  been  ever  since. 

Now  let  us  see  if  we  can't  hammer  out  the  pathology  .-i 
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1  his  case.  We  have  seen  that  the  pains  are  of  a  drawing 
'•haracter  and  seated  in  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen.  After 
liaving  suffered  the  previous  night  early  next  morning  there 
is  a  little  tenderness  over  the  affected  muscle,  resembling  the 
renderness  that  is  almost  invariably  felt  on  pressing  on  an 
"verworked  and  tired  muscle. 

We  have  seen  that  the  pains  in  this  young  man's  case  are 
due  to  muscular  spasm,  and  moreover  that  it  is  self  evident 
I  hat  the  over  distended  condition  of  the  vesiculre  seminales 
is  the  primary  cause  of  this  muscular  spasm,  and  therefore 
;he  spasms  are  of  a  reflex  character. 

Xow  the  only  question  that  remains  to  be  answered  is  why 
do  not  these  spasms  take  place  while  the  patient  is  in  an 
'■rect  position.  If  we  stop  to  think  a  little  we  find  that  this 
l-henomena  can  be  explained  without  calling  much  upon 
the  imagination.  While  the  patient  is  in  an  erect  position 
I  he  spinal  cord,  etc.,  are  so  occupied  with  attending  to  the 
'•ontraction  of  the  muscles  whose  contraction  are  requisite 
to  keep  the  body  in  an  erect  position,  that  it  does  not  take 
<-ognizance  of  the  slight  irritation  produced  by  the  condition 
"f  the  vesicuhe.  As  soon  as  he  lies  down  the  spinal  cord 
is  then  in  a  comparatively  quiescent  state,  and  will  respond 
t')  any  irritation,  however  slight 

Since  the  above  report  was  read  it  has  suggested  itself  to 
me  that  the  cause  of  ihe  3'oung  man's  not  having  his  sem- 
inal emissions  was  probably  due  to  narrowing  of  the  ejacu- 
hitory  duct;  I  passed  a  bougie  down  the  urethra  and  found 
frnderness  in  the  prostatic  portion.  There  is  probably  a 
•  •atarrhal  condition  of  the  duct.  I  am  now  applying  remedies 
I  o  the  prostatic  j)ortion  of  the  urethra.  The  result  and  treat- 
ment of  the  case  I  will  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
S(:)ciety. 

The  constant  flow  of  .semen  from  the  fistula  in  this  pa- 
tient's  epidydimis  and  loss  of  sleej)  has  had  very  little  ef- 
irct  upon  his  general  health. 
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CONSTITUTION 


Mical  ^ortetg  of  the  %b!it  of  j|orth  |^HroIina, 

As  Amended  at  its  Fith^th  Annual  Meeting,  May,  1868.  V'~^ 


ARTICLE  I— Title  of  the  Society. 

The  title  of  the  Society  shall  be  "  The  Medical  Society 
OF  THE  State  of  North  Carolina." 

ARTICLE  II— Objects  of  the  Society. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of 
medical  knowledge,  the  elevation  of  professional  character, 
and  the  promotion  of  all  measures  of  a  professional  nature 
that  are  adapted  to  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity,  and  to 
improve  the  health  and  protect  the  lives  of  the  community. 

ARTICLE  III— Members  of  the  Society. 

Section  1.  This  Society  shall  consist  of  permanent  mem- 
bers, delegates,  associates  and  honorary  members. 

Section  2.  The  permanent  members  shall  consist  of  such 
regular  physicians  as  shall  be  admitted  on  motion  of  a  mem- 
ber: Provided,  he  receives  two-thirds  of  the  votes  present- 
and  the  member  thus  admitted  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
10 
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privileges  of  the  Societ}-.  He  must  first  sign  the  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws  and  pay  the  assessment. 

Section  3.  The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment 
from  the  County  Societies,  and  from  the  counties  that  have 
no  Society  a  delegate  may  be  appointed  by  the  profession  of 
the  county :  Provided  the}''  have  as  many  as  two  regular 
practitioners  within  the  county. 

Section  4.  Every  delegate,  before  admission  to  a  seat  in 
the  Society,  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation,  signed 
by  the  President  or  Secretary  of  the  County  Society  or  As- 
sociation, and  shall  sign  the  Constitution  and  pay  the  assess- 
ment. 

Section  5.  Each  delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for 
one  year,  or  until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

Section  6.  Every  member  of  a  County  Society  shall  be  an 
associate  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

Section  7.  An  associate  member  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  attending  upon  the  deliberations  of  the  Society, 
and  take  part  in  its  discussions,  but  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
vote,  nor  shall  he  be  eligible  to  office. 

ARTICLE  IV— 0/  the  Officers. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President, 
four  Vice  Presi  ients,  a  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer. 

Section  2.  A  committee  composed  of  five  members  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President  to  nominate  officers  and  honor- 
ary members,  and  those  nominations  shall  be  voted  on  viva 
voce. 

Section  3.  None  but  permanent  members  and  delegates 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  President,  Vice  President, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Section  4.  There  shall  be  appointed  a  Board  of  Censors,  who 
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shall  hold  office  for  three  years,  or  until  their  successors  are 
appointed,  and  the  Board  shall  consist  of  three  physicians, 
members  of  the  Society,  who  shall  reside  in  Raleigh,  and  hold 
their  meetings  either  in  that  city  or  at  the  place  of  meeting 
each  year  of  the  State  Society.  The  duties  of  this  Board 
shall  be  to  investigate  the  professional  status  of  members  of 
this  Societ}",  to  make  recommendations  for  the  good  of  the 
Society  and  the  improvement  of  the  profession,  and  to  report 
irregularities  and  violations  of  the  code  of  ethics  by  njem- 
bers  and  auxiliary  societies, "as  well  as  to  censure  members 
and  try  cases  of  improper  conduct  and  of  violation  of  the 
code  when  they  cannot  reconcile  differences  of  members, 
and  when  offenses  are,  in  their  opinion,  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  call  for  the  investigation  and  action  of  the  Board  of  the 
State  Society.  Thus  are  the  Board  endowed  with  the  au- 
thority to  hold  a  medical  court  and  try  cases  coming  prop- 
erly before  them  from  county  auxiliary  societies  or  any 
member  of  the  Society.  They  shall  make  their  own  by- 
laws and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  code  of 
ethics  and  the  Constitution  and  regulations  of  the  State 
Society,  and  shall  submit  an  annual  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  State  Society.  They  shall  not  have  power  to 
acquit  or  expel  a  member  charged  with  serious  offenses  as 
against  the  code,  but  may  recommend  acquittal  or  expul- 
sion. The  evidence  upon  which  their  decision  is  ba.?ed  shall 
go  up  before  the  State  Society,  and  the  vote  on  such  decision 
of  the  Board  shall  be  taken  after  examination  of  the  testi- 
mony, and  without  discussion.  A  majority  shall  acquit; 
two-thirds  of  those  members  present  shall  be  requisite  for 
expulsion. 

ARTICLE  Y— Duties  of  the  Officers. 

Section  1.  Tlie  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings, 
preserve  order,  and   perform   such  other  duties  as  custom 


76  The  Constitution. 


and  parliamentary  usage  may  require.  He  shall  not  be 
eligible  for  two  terms  in  succession. 

Section  2.  The  Vice  Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall 
assist  the  President  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and 
during  the  absence,  and  at  the  request  of  the  President, 
one  of  them  shall  officiate  in  his  place.  They  shall  not  be 
eligible  for  two  terms  in  succession. 

Section  3.  The  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary 
shall  conduct  the  correspondence,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  usually  appertain  to  that  office ;  and  shall  keep 
correct  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  shall 
fairly  transcribe  the  same,  when  approved,  in  a  book  to  be 
kept  for  the  purpose.  He  shall  have  charge  of  all  papers 
belonging  to  the  Society,  other  than  those  appertaining  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  shall  give  due  notice  of  the  annual  meetings, 
and  shall  receive  such  compension  as  the  Society  may  from 
year  to  year  determine. 

Section  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belong- 
ing to  the  Society,  and  give  receipts  for  all  sums  paid  into 
his  hands  to  the  individual  paying  the  same,  and  disburse 
them  as  directed,  perserving  vouchers  for  the  same.  He 
shall  annually  present  a  statement  of  the  finances  to  the 
Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
delegates  to  be  audited. 

ARTICLE  VI -0/  the  County  Societies. 

Section  1.  The  members  of  the  profession  in  any  county 
of  this  State,  who  form  themselves  into  a  County  Society, 
may  become  auxiliary  to  this  Society :  Provided,  That  all  the 
regular  practitioners  in  the  county  have  been  invited  to 
unite  in  its  organization  :  and  provided  that  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  such  Society  do  not  contravene  those  of  the 
State  Society. 

Section  2.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  the 
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County  Society  unless  he  is  either  a  graduate  in  medicine 
of  some  respectable  medical  school  or  has  been  a  practitioner 
for  at  least  five  years ;  and  who,  moreover,  is  in  good  moral 
and  professional  standing  in  the  place  where  he  resides,  and 
is  a  regular  practitioner. 

Section  3.  Any  physician  who  shall  procure  a  patent  for 
a  remedy  or  instrument  of  surgery,  or  who  shall  hereafter 
give  a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  patent  remedy  or  instrument 
shall  be  deemed  disqualified  from  becoming  a  member  of  a 
County  Society. 

Section  4.  As  soon  as  the  County  Society  is  organized  the 
Secretary  thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  Corresponding  and 
Recording  Secretary  one  copy  of  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws,  with  the  names  of  their  officers  and  members.  The 
Society  shall  be  authorized  to  elect  one  delegate  to  the  State 
Society  for  every  five  of  its  members. 

Section  5.  Every  County  Society  shall  enforce  the  obser- 
vance by  its  members  of  the  code  of  ethics  adopted  by  the 
State  Society,  and  they  shall  be  authorized  to  censure  or 
^pel  any  member  convicted  of  violating  its  provisions. 

Section  6.  A  member  of  the  County  Society  who  is  cen- 
sured or  expelled  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  State 
Society. 

Section  7.  A  member  who  is  expelled  shall  be  debarred 
from  the  rights  of  consultation  or  the  privileges  of  profes- 
sional intercourse  with  any  member  of  the  State  Society. 

Section  8.  The  County  Societies  shall  report  annually  to 
the  State  Society  a  list  of  their  officers  and  members,  any 
new  rules  which  they  may  adopt,  and  such  other  matters  as 
they  may  deem  interesting. 

Section  9.  The  County  Society  shall  hold  at  least  two 
meetings  each  year. 

Section  10.  If  any  County  Medical  Society  shall  neglect 
to  perform  all  such  acts  as  may  be  required  to  be  done  by 
the  laws  of  the  State  Society,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  conduct 
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derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession,  or  shall 
oppose  or  neglect  to  comply  with  the  laws  of  the  State  So- 
ciety, such  County  Society  shall,  during  such  delinquency, 
have  their  privileges,  as  a  portion  of  the  State  Society,  sus- 
pended, and  their  delegates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
the  State  Society. 

ARTICLE  Yll— Meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting.  The  time  and 
place  of  meeting  shall  be  determined,  for  each  succeeding 
year,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  VIII— 0/  the  Funds  of  the  Society. 

Section  1.  Funds  for  defraying  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Society  shall  be  raised  by  annual  assessments  on  perma- 
nent members  and  County  or  District  Societies,  in  connec- 
tion'with  the  State  Society. 

Section  2.  Each  permanent  member,  after  being  dul;f 
elected  and  having  signed  the  Constitution,  shall  pay  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  as  an  admis^on  fee,  and  be  subject  to 
the  annual  assessment  of  the  Society,  Avith  the  exception  of 
the  assessment  for  the  year  of  his  admission. 

Section  3.  Should  a  permanent  member  fail  to  pay  the 
assessments  two  successive  years,  after  having  been  notified 
by  the  Treasurer  of  his  delinquencies,  his  name  shall  be 
stricken  from  the  list  of  members. 

Section  4.  Each  County  or  District  Society  shall  pay 
through  the  hands  of  its  delegate  or  delegates  the  annual 
assessment ;  and  in  case  such  County  or  District  Society  is 
not  represented,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
forward  an  account  of  said  assessment  to  the  Secretary  or 
Treasurer  of  the  County  or  District  Society  for  collection. 

Section  5.  Should  a  County  or  District  Society,  in  connec- 
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tion  with  this  Society,  fail  to  pay  the  annual  assessment  two 
successive  years,  after  having  been  notified  by  the  Treasurer 
of  its  delinquencies,  its  right  of  representation  in  this  So- 
ciety shall  be  suspended  until  said  assessments  are  paid, 

ARTICLE  I^—Code  of  Ethics. 

This  Society  adopts,  as  a  part  of  its  regulations,  that  part 
of  the  code  of  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
which  it  has  published  by  its  order. 

ARTICLE  X — Provisions  for  Amendments. 

Every  proposal  for  alteriiig  or  amending  this  Constitution 
shall  be  made  in  writing ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amend- 
ment receives  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present, 
it  shall  be  adopted ;  but  if  objections  be  made,  the  altera- 
tion or  amendment  shall  lie  over  until  the  next  annual 
meeting,  when,  if  it  receives  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
voters  present,  it  shall  be  adopted. 
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RULES    OF    ORDER 


1st.  The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Vice  President, 
shall  call  the  Society  to  order ;  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of 
both  these  officers,  a  presiding  officer  shall  be  chosen  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  present. 

2d.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Cre- 
dentials o5  Delegates. 

3d.  The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials;  also 
claims  of  those  desiring  to  become  permanent  members. 

4th.  Calling  Roll. 

5th.  Reading  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting. 

6th.  Any  business  requiring  early  consideration  may,  by 
permission,  be  introduced. 

7th.  Reports  from  County  Societies. 

8th.  Correspondence  shall  be  read  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

9th.  Written  communications  upon  medical  subjects  may 
be  read  and  discussed. 

10th.  Oral  communications  may  be  read  and  discussed. 

11th.  Election  of  Officers. 

12th.  The  selection  of  a  place  for  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

13th.  Unfinished  and  miscellaneous  business. 

14th.  Adjournment. 
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NOTICES. 


At  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  the  follow- 
ing standing  resolution  was  passed  : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  ordering  tlie  publication  of  any  paper  that 
may  be  reaci  before  the  Society,  tlie  Society  shall  not  be  considered 
as  indorsing  the  doctrines  or  principles  of  the  same." 


The  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  will  convene  in  Char- 
lotte on  the  third  Monday  in  May,  1874,  and  will  remain  in 
session  from  day  to  day  until  the  adjournment  of  the  Sociecy. 

The  act  under  which  this  Board  was  created  renders  it 
incumbent  upon  every  person  coming  into  practice,  since 
1859,  to  present  himself  to  the  Board  for  examination,  and 
that  a  diploma  from  said  Board  is  necessary  before  sucli  per- 
son can  become  a  lawful  practitioner. 

The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  Board  : 

Dr.  Chas.  J.  0 'Hag AN,  Examiner  on  Surgery. 

Dr.  Geo.  A.  Foote,  Examiner  on  Practice  oj  Medicine  and 
Medical  Hygiene. 

Dr.  W.  N.  B.  NoRco.M,  Examiner  on  Physiology. 

Dr.  R.  L.  Payne,  Examiner  on  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Cldldren. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Murphy,  Examiner  on  Materia  Medica,  Thcr- 
ayeutics  and  Pharmacy. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Jones,  Examiner  on  Anatomy. 

Dr.  Chas.  Duffey,  Examiner  on  Chemidry. 

Any  additional  information  will  be  furnished  on  appHca- 
to  Dr.  Chas.  Duffey,  Newbern,  N.  C. 


^ 


